Kingston Parish Council
Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting held at The Smithy
at 6.30pm on 20 April 2009
Present:
Simon Draper, Chairman
Tim Fitzjohn
Helen Underwood
Julie Conder
Mike Warren
Peter Stokes, Clerk
Peter Reynolds
Purpose of meeting: to consider the report prepared by Peter Reynolds on the trees on the
Smithy (see Appendix A), and to decide on a plan of action.
Peter Reynolds gave the Clerk a copy of the management plan that had been drawn up by the
Parish Council in 1995. This details six bye-laws that were enacted at that time (see Appendix B)
Peter Reynolds took everyone on a tour of the Smithy, identifying the various trees and
explaining in more detail the suggested maintenance tasks required and the degree of urgency.
There was some discussion on other tasks that could also be done to improve the appearance
of the area and to make it more accessible and attractive to villagers.
It was agreed that:










The Smithy should be renamed ‘Kingston Village Orchard’.
The flimsy wooden gate at the opening in the hedge opposite ‘The Thatches’ served no
purpose and will be removed. Action: volunteers on Work Day.
The gate at the opening in the hedge opposite ‘The Old Post Office’ would be retained, and
a sign affixed to it saying ‘Kingston Village Orchard’. Action: Clerk.
The Clerk would contact the grass cutting contractor to discuss ways of ensuring that young
trees were not damaged by grass cutting activities. Action: Clerk.
A Work Day would be organised as soon as possible with volunteers from the village to
carry out the more urgent tasks identified in the report. A further work day would be
organised in the autumn at which some of the other tasks could be carried out. In addition
to those identified in the report the following further actions were considered necessary:
o Improve the shape of the yew tree by further pollarding, and remove the branch that is
growing towards the old mulberry tree.
o Remove the greengage tree that is now under the fallen mulberry tree.
The Clerk to circulate some dates. Action: Clerk.
An Open Day would be organised after the Work Day, to take place on the Orchard. This
would take the form of a social gathering to which all villagers would be invited. Peter
Reynolds would conduct guided tours of the area, and he and Parish Councillors would be
available to talk about the Orchard, encourage villagers to make use of it, and answer
questions. Refreshments would be served at the Orchard. Clerk to circulate some
suggested dates. Action: Clerk.
The area under the ash tree would be cleared of debris, and consideration was given to
constructing a circular seat around the base of the tree. One possibility would be a seat
constructed of logs set close together in the ground around the base of the tree, forming a
circular wall around the tree. The space between the wall and the tree would be filled with
soil, and turfed.

Meeting ended at 8.00 pm.

Signed…………………………………………….
Date……………………………………………….
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