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Vicar’s Letter     Harvest 2016 

Another year goes by! 

For those few growing the earlier winter Barley, the dull first half of June was a bit of 
a disaster, but the sporadic sun in the second half of June provided enough energy to 
the later Spring barley, wheats and oil seed rape crops to produce average yields, but 
not for everyone. 

Sadly one of our tractor drivers had suffered a stroke since the last harvest and was 
no longer able to join us: our best wishes and prayers for him for his recovery.  

With the sun coming out, the combines went in for the oil seed rape in late July: 
what an easy harvest weather wise! Only two days rain to get the newly sown oil 
seed rape going, but with wall to wall sunshine, little storage drying has been 
required this year. 

And apart from one trailer inadvertently hitting the barn door which needed 
repairing – no accidents (wonderful!) but the usual machinery breakdowns included 
one of the combine drivers having a 6.00pm ‘sinking feeling’ only to find the back 
axle had broken in half: the vast cost of shipping a new piece in from America was 
avoided by jacking the combine up, removing the axle that evening, and welding it 
together the next day and the combine was back in action within 24 hours. A huge 
thank you to the two very skilful engineers who achieved this remarkable feat. 

More people took the advantage to ride in the combines this year than ever before, 
and one mother and her 14 year old from Cambourne showed such an interest in 
farming they stayed for the whole day… the new management here are definitely 
‘up’ for encouraging the younger generation to explore a career in farming. 

But the staggering productivity of the land remains breathtaking: I mentioned last 
year the wheat figures: if all our 900 tonnes of Zulu wheat went for  Weetabix, at 
2000 ½ kilo packets a tonne, the retailers should see 1.8 million packets. And here’s a 
new one: the oil from Oil seed rape is used in a thin layer to separate the nougat 
from the toffee in Mars Bars. One tonne of oil seed rape would produce enough oil 
for 1.25 million Mars Bars; so the 266 tonnes of OSR on this farm could be enough to 
produce 332 million Mars Bars! 

And a thought for the year: do we just sail on and assume all this productivity and 
food is our ‘right’ or that this is  just the way it is, or do we thank the God behind all 
life for the extraordinary productivity of the earth we have been given?  I will go on 
my annual pilgrimage and give thanks for this abundance and you are welcome to 
slip through the open church door anytime you like and do the same. 

Best wishes,  
Nigel Pearson 
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Church Services for September 

Sunday 2nd October:  Holy Communion 8.30am 

Sunday 9th October:  Evening Prayer 6.00pm 

Sunday 16th October:  Family Service 10.30am 

 

Every Wednesday Evening:  Prayer 6.00pm 
 

Family Service coffee rota 
16th October to be confirmed 
 

Church cleaning 
1st Sunday Peter & Suzy Stokes 
2nd Sunday  Donal & Monica O’Donnell 
3rd Sunday  Linda Rimmer 
4th Sunday  Janet Clear 
5th Sunday Peter Reynolds 
 

Church flowers and brasses  
2nd October  ANO 
9th October  Linda Smith 
16th October  Lee Steele 
23rd October  Christine Stone 
30th October  Christine Allison 

 
Wave  Café Church 
Wednesday 5th October  7.45 for 8pm until 9pm 
at Manor Farm, Bourn  
 

For those who are interested in exploring Christianity 

in a relaxed and informal way.   Please come and 

bring a friend. 

For more information please contact Mike Bigg on 01480 839147. 
 

Home Communion 
If you cannot get out and 
would like to receive Holy 
Communion at home please 
let the office know and we 
will arrange for the 
sacrament to be brought to 
you on a regular basis. If 
you are having difficulty 
getting to church, but a lift 
would make that possible 
please contact the team 
office on 01954 719718 and 
we will be able to help.   
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Harvest Festival 

Many thanks to all those who decorated the church for our service of Harvest 
Thanksgiving this year. It was, as always, beautifully done. 
 

Andrew Francis Burnett Crawshaw  

We record, with great regret, the death of Dr Andrew Crawshaw, peacefully at 
home, on 28th August. Sincere condolences to Caroline, Helen and Aidan. R. I. P. 
 

Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Ride, 
Stride and Drive Saturday 10th September  

Despite the appalling weather, Maggie Twyman, now of Great Eversden but 
formerly of this parish, bravely walked round Cambridge and visited 18 churches 
and chapels for this year’s Ride, Stride and Drive on our behalf. Please sponsor her, 
either so much per church visited or with a lump sum. Maggie and I will try and 
come round and collect donations, or you may give them to me at Pincote, Crane’s 
Lane in cash or by cheques made out to The Cambridgeshire Historic Churches 
Trust before 22nd October. 

This year we had only 9 visitors to Kingston, due to the bad weather and with 
many other events happening on the same day. Many thanks to Maggie, and also 
to Janet Clear, Sue Dalgleish and Donal and Monica O’Donnell for helping to meet 
and greet our visitors and give them refreshments. Thank you to all who wish to 
support this worthy cause. 

Joan Reynolds, Parish Organiser  (262094) 
 

 

A short, prayerful service of  

Holy Communion  

is celebrated                                                 

Wednesday  
at midday 
in Bourn Church 
 

Anyone from around the Team or beyond is welcome to attend. 
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Parish Council News 

Village litter bins: we are still pushing to have the final open-top litter bin (by the 
old well) to be replaced with the new type – I have even got our District Councillor 
to lean a little more heavily on the responsible supervisor at South Cambs. It is 
annoying when you have to spend time chasing people up again and again on 
minor matters like this! Why can’t salaried employees do their job properly? 

Tunnel at Playground: the timbers at either end of the tunnel, some of which had 
rotted, have now been replaced. After some pressure the suppliers, Playdale 
Playgrounds, agreed to share the cost of this repair by providing the materials free 
of charge. 

Annual audit: the audit of the Parish Council accounts for 2015/16 is complete, 
with no matters of concern found by the auditors. 

Permissive path: there have been some delays in the repair of the fence running 
alongside the permissive footpath next to the old railway bridge near Toft, but this 
is hoped to be completed in the next week or two. As previously reported, the 
clearing of brambles etc along this path is now carried out twice per year by our 
contractor, so please let me know of any serious problems of encroaching 
vegetation impeding progress along this path. 

Telephone box: the payphone in Field Road is again under threat of removal, as 
part of BT’s rationalisation of little-used payphones. The number of calls made 
from our payphone in the last 12 months is zero. There is a consultation period 
until 10 October, and the Parish Council intends to object to the removal of the 
phone, as last time, on the grounds that the mobile phone signal in this part of the 
village is poor or non-existent, and this phone therefore may be vital in the event 
of an emergency at the village hall. 

Planning:  

 S/1154/16/DC an application has been submitted for alterations to an 
outbuilding at Kingston Wood Manor 

 S/277/16/FL an application has been submitted to demolish a porch extension 
and replace with a conservatory at Tranquil, Rectory Lane 

 S/1719/16/FL permission has been granted for construction of new garden 
building at Thatches, Rectory Lane 

 S/3212/15/PA permission has been granted for change of use of an agricultural 
building at Kingston Pastures Farm, Old Wimpole Road 
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Further details of these and any planning applications can be seen on the SCDC 
website. Click on the button ‘Planning’ and then ‘View or comment on a planning 
application’ and finally ‘search by reference number’. In the search box, put in the 
reference number exactly as above, omitting the last two letters and the oblique 
preceding them, and replacing with an asterisk (*), eg S/1154/16*. 

Peter Stokes, Parish Clerk 

 




