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Village Diary

Thursday Nov 7

Autumn Blues, village hall, 7:30pm

Saturday Nov 9

Village Pub Night, village hall, 6:00pm

Sunday Nov 10

Remembrance Church Service 10:30am

Saturday Nov 16

International Evening, village hall, 7:00pm

Thursday Dec 19

Village Carol Singing, 6:30pm

Collection dates
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday

Nov 1
Nov 8
Nov 15
Nov 22
Nov 29
Dec 6

Black bins
Blue & green bins
Black bins
Blue & green bins
Black bins
Blue & green bins

cover photo by Peter Reynolds
Harvest festival church decoration
C

Telephone numbers
Addenbrooke’s A&E
01223 217118
Addenbrooke’s switchboard
01223 245151
Age UK (Information and Advice line)
0800 1696565
Anglian Water (sewage)
08457 145145
Ashcroft Vet Surgery 169 St. Neots Rd, Hardwick
01954 210250
Cambridge Rail Station general inquiries
0845 7484950
Cambridge Water
01223 70605
Camdoc (out of hours)
01223 464242
Chinese, Fish and Chips 2 High St. Toft
01223 263337
Citizens Advice Bureau
01223 222660
Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reporting)
0800 555111
Drs. Parker, Mills, Shepherd,Wheatley and Kent
58 Green End, Comberton
appointments
01223 262500
prescriptions
01223 262399
Dr. Redwood & Partners, Bourn Surgery
appointments
01954 719469
emergencies
01954 719313
Electricity (emergency)
0800 783 8838
Health-Child & Family Team (Community Health Office)
Comberton Road, Toft
01223 264460
Indian, The Hoops Gt.Eversden
01223 264443
Italian, The Pergola, Harlton
01223 260005
Jetlink (to Stansted, Heathrow, Luton, Gatwick)
08705 747757
Magazine Editor (Ron Leslie rmleslie@btinternet.com)
01223 264965
National Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Neighbourhood Watch (Peter Stokes)
01223 262207
NHS 24hr health Advice Line (talk to a nurse/doctor)
0845 4647
Parish Council Chairman (Simon Draper)
01223 262842
Parish Council Clerk (Peter Stokes)
01223 262207
Park and Ride
01223 845561
Police non-emergency (Community Beat Officer: Karen Mahoney)
101
Road repair
01223 833717
Rosie Maternity Hospital
01223 217617
Samaritans
01223 364455
SC District Council (Local Councillor Tumi Hawkins)
01954 210840
South Cambridgeshire District Council
08450 450500
Stagecoach (Cambus) information 8am to 8pm
0870 6082608
Stansted Airport
0870 0000303
Streetlight failure reporting
0800 7838247
Published monthly by Kingston Parochial Church Council
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Back to the Future
Time can often move in a strange way. Some days and weeks drag, while
others are over in a flash. An event from last week can seem like ages ago,
while a conversation from 10 years ago can seem as fresh as yesterday. Over
the next couple of months our calendar is punctuated with occasions which
encourage us to look backwards and forwards in time. This broad sweep of
past and future reminds us that we belong to a people and a world which is
much greater than our individual experience of it. Now is not everything, it is
only a moment in time; we are not everything, but we are links in the
continuum of human existence.
November is a time for looking back and remembering the past – the feasts
of All Saints and All Souls on November 1st and 2nd encourage us to remember
and give thanks for the saints and for the good examples of all Christians who
have gone before us, including our own beloved family and friends who have
died, perhaps very recently. Remembering them helps to keep our own
connections alive and strengthens our own identities. We will be holding a
short service of remembering in Bourn Church on Saturday 2 nd November at
6pm at which we will remember by name all our loved ones who have died.
Everyone from the community is welcome to come to this and if you would
like a friend or relative’s name included, please let me know.
On November 5th we remember a very specific occasion when Guy Fawkes
nearly destroyed Parliament. We remember this partly because it was a
daring plot which has captured our collective imagination, but also partly
because it acts as a warning: it was a narrow escape from catastrophe, which
had come about through intolerance, disempowerment and fear. It is a
warning of the dangers which can ensue when those in power seek to
eliminate their opponents, and when those who are disempowered become so
obsessed with their cause that they lose touch with reality.
On Remembrance Sunday (this year 10th November), we remember those
who have died in war, particularly service men and women killed in action in
the two World Wars, but also all who have lost their lives due to global
conflict. We remember with gratitude the sacrifice they made that we might
enjoy our current freedom.
But the end of the month sees a dramatic change of perspective. As we
move into December we enter into the season of Advent. This is a time of
preparation, of expectation, looking forward to the astonishing gift of Jesus at
Christmas time. It’s strange that we should look forward to an event from the
past. But of course, for Christians, Christmas is not merely a historical
memory or tradition but an occasion to celebrate God’s continuing presence in
the world and intimate involvement in our human lives.
And it’ll be here before we know it!

Rev Dr Alexandra Clarke
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Home Communion
If you are a regular worshipper and become housebound we still want to share in the
life of your Christian community. If you are having difficulty getting to church, but a lift
would make that possible please contact the team office on 01954 719718 and we will
be able to help. If you cannot get out and would like to receive Holy Communion at
home please let the office know and we will arrange for the sacrament to be brought to
you on a regular basis. This also applies to those who are seriously ill and bed bound.
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Parish Council News
First Responder: you probably know that First Responders are often the first on the
scene at a medical emergency such as a heart attack, and through prompt action, may
save a life whilst waiting for the ambulance. We have no such scheme in this area, but a
local scheme covering several villages including Kingston is being organised. Start-up
funds are being raised (the Parish Council is contributing) and a small team of
volunteers is needed as First Responders. Training is provided. Please consider if you
could be a first Responder! More details on the separate advert in this issue.
Parking: we have had several complaints about inconsiderate parking in the village.
We know that parking space is at a premium, but please consider your neighbours when
you or your guests park. In particular we ask that vehicles are not parked on village
greens, which are a pleasant visual feature of our village, intended as a public amenity.
If you do not have space on your own premises, the village hall car park can be used as
a temporary parking place.
Millennium photo album: an album has come to light containing a number of photos
and documents relating to the creation of the millennium tapestry (which hangs in the
village hall) and also some cuttings from the Cambridge News of articles around that
time, all with pictures of various Kingston residents – many of them, alas, no longer
with us. The album will be kept with other Parish Council archives in the village hall.
Anybody is welcome to borrow it for a browse through – please let me know.
Planning applications:


S/1083/13/FL Demolition and re-build of house and garage at North Farm,
Church Lane: a revised application has been made.



S/1083/13/FL North Farm demolish existing and build replacement house
and garage: a revised application has been made.



C/11/40/056 Tree works at Carey Hill, Church Lane: an application has been
made to reduce the height of two trees.



S/1207/13/FL Erect 3 stables, tack room and hay barn at Tinkersfield,
Bourn Road, Kingston: permission has been granted.



S/0552/12/FL Temporary meteorological mast at land off Ermine Way,
Arrington: the applicants appealed to the Secretary of State regarding the refusal.
The appeal has been refused.



S/2512/12/LB Various alterations at The Old Rectory, Rectory Lane:
permission has been granted.



S/2193/12/FL, S/1150/12/LB and S/2624/12/LB Various alterations at
The Old Rectory, Rectory Lane: the appeal has been allowed.



S/1814/12/FL Demolish house and build two houses at Summerhill,
Tinker’s Lane: the appeal has been allowed.

Peter Stokes, Parish Council Clerk
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Dates for your Diary
Remembrance Church Service – Sunday 10th November at 10.30am which will
include the laying of a Poppy Reef. Please come along to remember loved ones lost.
Village Carol Singing – Thursday 19th December at 6.30pm, starting at South Sea
House. If you would like to join in please contact Janet Clear - 263746

Janet Clear

New Arrivals
We extend a warm welcome to Emma Close and her daughter
who have recently moved into Willow Cottage, Cranes Lane.
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Church Services for November
Sunday 3rd November Holy Communion 8.30 am
Sunday 10th November Remembrance 10.30am
Sunday 17th November Family Service 10.30am
Church Cleaning
1st Sunday Peter and Suzy Stokes
2nd Sunday Donal and Monica O’Donnell
3rd Sunday Linda Rimmer
4th Sunday Janet Clear
5th Sunday Peter Reynolds
Church flowers and brasses
3rd November ?
10th November Christine Allison
17th November Janet Clear
24th November Miki Elllar
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CHRISTMAS BRING AND BUY
8 December - Date for your Diary!
th

It’s time for the annual Christmas Bring and Buy in the Village Hall. This
year’s event is on Sunday 8th December from 2:30 – 4:00pm. There will
be lots to buy, including plants, preserves, baked goods, decorations and, of
course, a raffle.
This is a great chance to meet and mingle during the festive season over
refreshments – there will be tea, coffee, mulled wine and mince pies – so
please come and support this village event. All proceeds to the Village Hall.
Please bring any donations of gifts or produce (no jumble or books please) on
Saturday 7th December to Suzy Stokes or Miki Ellar.
Suzy (262207), Miki (262887) and Mandy (262961)
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Editor’s Note:
In last month’s magazine a story appeared under the title “Seventy years ago – A
nightmare in Norfolk”. Unfortunately, due to a formatting problem in production, the
name of the author was obscured in the printed version. We would like to apologise to
our contributor for this error and he has kindly submitted another story of
reminiscence this month for your enjoyment…

A Cautionary Tale
After a few months on ambulance duties as an R.A.F. medic in “Blighty” I
found myself on a troopship on my to Sierra Leone, West Africa although
most on board were at first convinced we were heading for Burma. I was, in
fact, posted to R.A.F. Aberdeen to serve on an Air, Sea Rescue launch based
just outside Freetown.
In November 1944 I was temporarily sent to a camp called Lungi, a lonely
emergency air strip in the bush. My job was to relieve a Corporal Allen who
was running the sick quarters there and had been given a short period of
leave. This involved a short flight in a small single-engined American plane,
which I believe was called an Argos, to the opposite side of the wide river
estuary by which Freetown stands.
My uneventful spell at Lungi was almost at an end and, on the afternoon
before the day I was due to return to base, sounds of distress drew me
outside the sick quarters hut. I found an African, serving with the West
African Air Corps, supported by two fellow servicemen. For a startled
moment I thought one of his feet had developed gangrene; not being well up
on what gangrene looked like. On closer examination I saw that the foot was
covered in a smelly mixture of green, slimy mud and semi-rotted leaves! I
gleaned, with difficulty, that my would-be patient, one Alifa Dombeya, had
sustained injury in a fall and had received initial attention from the local
witch doctor.
I hastily urged one of the companions to wash off the horrid concoction,
being reluctant to touch it myself, and eventually a swollen and discoloured
ankle was revealed. It was either badly sprained or possibly fractured. After
giving what limited treatment I could, I performed what I fondly considered
to be a textbook application of a clean white supporting bandage.
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My patient was assisted away in a seemingly happier state than when he
had arrived, having been instructed to report back at 9:30am sharp the
following morning in order to be flown back in the Argos for hospital
treatment in Freetown. The plane duly arrived on schedule and Corporal
Allen disembarked with various stores. The pilot had indicated that he was
anxious to return without delay and I was waiting impatiently on the airstrip,
but there was no sign of Alifa. I was about to climb aboard
without him when he emerged from the bush, supported by the same two
mates, his foot covered by a smelly mixture of green, slimy mud and semirotted leaves!!
My explosive reaction was met with the truculent response – “White man
medicine no good boss - African medicine plenty good!”
In November 1994, fifty years later, almost to the day, my ankle turned
suddenly, for no apparent reason, whilst I was walking along a rough track
in the Chiltern Hills. Result - a very bad sprain!!
Was the spirit of that witch doctor trying to tell me something???

Dave Heath

1943

Rookie medic Dave
in R.A.F. uniform 1943
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From The District Councillor
SCDC Local Plan Consultation
The consultation has now ended and the Council states it received “around 8000” responses. The
responses are now being processed and anyone who submitted a response either online or on paper
should receive an acknowledgement. The Council expects the responses to be available to view online by
the end of November, and does not expect to make any decisions on next steps until the New Year.
Thank you to everyone who sent in a response. We now wait to see what the administration will do,
particularly with respect to the Bourn Airfield Development. I would encourage everyone to read the
StopBAD response here at http://bit.ly/StopBADdoc - it makes for interesting reading. My response to the
consultation can be found at http://bit.ly/TH-LDP1310 and includes comments about Bourn Airfield and
Bennell Farm proposals.
It would seem that some developers have proposed alternatives to Bourn Airfield but we should find
out more over the coming months.
A14 Improvement Scheme by Highways Agency
The consultation by the Highways Agency has also ended. There has been a lot said in the press about
increasing opposition to the idea of implementing a toll section from Swavesey to Ellington, and I tend to
agree that there should be no toll on that route and the government’s statement that the alternative would
be the A1-A428.
I submitted a response which you can find at http://bit.ly/A14Response1310 , in which I reiterated the
need for the A428-M11 a movement to relieve congestion on the A1301 Madingley Road, removal of toll or
limiting what local people pay, and the dualling of the A428 from Caxton Gibbett to St Neots – in the light of
the SCDC local plan proposals. As I wrote in my blog at http://bit.ly/CCCA14Blunder, I think Cambs County
missed an opportunity here to help residents living in the villages along the A428 corridor.
Community Awards
The District Council likes to give awards, as opposed to grants which it has now cut, but that is another
story. The new awards being launched soon are Village Hero, Young Village Hero, Community Pride:
Local Services Award, Community Pride: Environmental Award and Community Pride: Health and Well
being Award. Details will be on the website soon. Toft was well represented last year and came second in
two categories, so time to start thinking about likely nominees!
Superfast Broadband
The saga continues…..Following on from my report last month, the information on the ‘My Area’ roll-over
map on www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/parish/kingston has been updated. It shows that Kingston is
expected to get superfast broadband sometime between September 2014 and September 2015, and it is
likely to happen in stages.
Meanwhile Cambridgeshire County has secured over £4.6m extra funding to enable a programme to
offer a countywide package of support to hundreds of small and medium sized businesses. Work has
already begun on setting up the new support for business scheme which will be launched in January 2014
and is expected to offer match funded grants and one-off payments for eligible companies to upgrade their
connections and invest in digital technologies.
Help from your Councillor
Please feel free to contact me if I can be of help on any issue – housing, planning, benefits, council tax, bin
collection etc. You can reach me in the usual ways by telephone on 01954 210840, email
tumi@tumihawkins.org.uk or my blog www.TumiHawkins.org.uk.
Best wishes, Tumi Hawkins
Best Wishes
Tumi Hawkins
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A reminder about Kingston Oil Club
This is an opportunity to get the best price for your heating oil with someone else doing all
the hard work. The scheme is already operating in other villages near here. By operating
as a club, each year we receive a small commission (£5 per member) which is used to
support village projects.
How does it work? To order your next oil delivery at the best price, contact:
Jeremy Cole
Agricole Ltd
29 The Maltings
Cambourne
Cambridge
CB23 5FR
Tel: 01954 719452 or 07860 904045, email: jeremy@agricole.co.uk
Website: www.heating-oil-prices.co.uk or www.agricole.co.uk
Be sure to say that you belong to Kingston Oil Club. You won’t have a contract with
Kingston Oil Club or with Agricole. Agricole is a broker only, and will pass your order on to
the cheapest supplier that day and confirm the details via letter/email/fax, to avoid any
confusion/misunderstandings before delivery. You will pay the supplier direct, pre-delivery
for the first order, but the supplier will reduce your bill to reflect the fact that you are
being given the volume discount. You can stop using Agricole at any time.
Why is it cheaper? It is not always better to have a long-term contract with one supplier.
Oil prices fluctuate daily, and daily ‘spot’ prices are generally cheaper. It pays to shop
around each time you place an order. Agricole does this for you!
Can I have an arrangement where a supplier gives me an automatic regular topup? Again this means one supplier, and so this is not the cheapest option.
How many members are needed to make this viable? No minimum. The whole point
is that Kingston members’ orders will be bundled in with those of other Agricole clients.
Charitable aspect: Agricole is paid by the suppliers who give it a small commission on
each order (the commission is small enough that the householder still keeps practically all
of the savings). Out of its commission, Agricole makes a donation to Kingston Oil Club of
£5 per active member per year (‘active’ means the member has placed at least two orders
over 500 litres). Kingston Oil Club passes this money on to the Parish Council, which uses
it to support village projects – this is a way of passing a small bit of the savings back into
our community.
What are the catches? There don’t seem to be any! Membership is free and you can
leave at any time without penalty. This is a community club designed to save its members
money, and take the hassle out of ordering oil. That’s all.
Any questions? If you have any questions, please in the first instance contact Jeremy
Cole, details above, or Kingston Parish Council kingstonpc@tiscali.co.uk .
Disclaimer: Your Parish Councillors think this is a good idea and recommend it to you, but
cannot accept any personal or other liability for the operation of the scheme.
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Bourne Surgery Opening
Times

Comberton Surgery Opening
Times

tel. 01954 719469

tel. 01223 262500

Reception
Mon-Fri 8:30-1:00 & 1:30-6:00
(Out of hours for duty doctor’s
number ring: 01954 719313)

Reception
Mon-Fri 8:15-12:30 & 1:30-6:30
(Out of hours for duty doctor’s
number ring: 01223 262500 or
262579)

EMERGENCY 01954 464242
Dispensary
Mon-Fri 9:00-10:00 & 4:00-6:00
01954 718101

EMERGENCY 01223 464242
Dispensary
Mon-Fri 8:30-12:30 & 1:30-6:30
01223 262399

There is a branch surgery in Great
Gransden at midday on Tuesdays,
held at the Reading Room, Fox
Street. No appointment is needed.

Sat (collections only) 8:30-10:30
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KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL
Do you need a venue for an event, meeting or party?
KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
The hall is equipped with a supply of glasses, cutlery, and china
There are also tables and chairs
Hire Rates
For Kingston residents:
£4 per hour before 7:00pm, £6 per hour after 7:00pm
For non-residents:
£8 per hour before 7:00pm, £10 per hour after 7:00pm
A marquee that can be hired at a cost of £75 per occasion (up to 6 days)
To book please contact: Sarah Wright

Kingston Parish and Church Magazine
Commercial advertising rates:
£8 for a full page (£80 for 12 issues)
£5 for a half page (£50 for 12 issues)
£3 for a quarter page (£30 for 12 issues)
Other sizes by arrangement
Reduced rates for Kingston residents
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