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Village Diary
Fri Mar 1

Blue and Green Bins

Sat Mar 2

Pub Night 6:00-10:30 Village Hall

Fri Mar 8

Black Bins

Fri Mar 15

Blue and Green Bins

Fri Mar 22

Black Bins

Fri Mar 29

Blue and Green Bins

Easter Lilies
It would be very helpful to receive all donations towards the lilies
by Friday 22nd March.
Thank you very much - your continued support allows us to
decorate the church with lilies for Easter.
Linda Smith

Work Day
A church work day has been arranged for Saturday 23rd March,
beginning at 10am. The main task will be churchyard maintenance.
Further info: Peter Reynolds.

Cover: spring primroses - taken by Marion Leslie
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Vicar’s Letter
March this year is packed full of festivals and special days, particularly
those which have originated through the church. These days represent
variously times of national identity, as the Welsh and Irish commemorate their
Patron Saints on St David’s Day (1st) and St Patrick’s day (17th); joy and
family relationships, as mums are thanked and appreciated on Mothering
Sunday (10th); hope and expectation, as Christians recall the triumphant entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (24th); sorrow and poignancy, as we
recall Jesus’ last supper with his friends and betrayal by one of his closest
associates on Maundy Thursday (28th); devastation and emptiness at his death
on Good Friday (29th); hope, release and unbridled joy, as we celebrate his
new life on Easter morning (31st). It’s a rollercoaster of emotion and
experience, some of it relatively routine or distant, some of it intense and lifechanging and much of it will be marked and celebrated in our local parish
churches with services and events. Many of us will know the shock and
exhaustion which comes when the relative routine of life is interrupted by
major and unexpected change and the Christian journey through Lent and
Easter provides us with a framework through which to look at some of the
events of our own lives and explore what may be the meaning and importance
of profound and uncomfortable change.
The story of the first Easter Day, after Jesus had risen from the dead and
appeared alive to some of his friends, ends not only with joy but with lingering
disbelief and profound confusion. Easter wasn’t just the end of a time of
suffering; it was the beginning of something entirely new and unscripted, with
a completely new set of challenges! The disciples who had met with the Risen
Jesus were absolutely convinced of his extraordinary presence, but others who
hadn’t seen just couldn’t take it in. They may have wanted to believe, but
that mysterious and profound connection necessary for faith hadn’t yet
happened. It came about when Jesus stood before their very eyes. He didn’t
do this because they already believed, but he came to them in the midst of
their confusion. None of us can fully understand or explain that mystery but in
our local churches we will be journeying again this month with those first
disciples towards the loss and resurrection of Jesus, pondering this mystery
and its meaning for us. We hope that, should you wish to join us, you too will
find space and opportunity this Lent and Easter time to wonder anew and
explore where God is in your lives.
Wishing you God’s rich blessings,

Revd Dr Alexandra Clarke
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Papworth Team Ministry

Team Evening Worship
No meeting in March due to Easter
Sunday 21st April 2013
Praise, Prayer, Teaching
For Information the dates for the rest of the year are:
19 May, 16 June, 21 July

Home Communion

If you are a regular worshipper and become housebound we still want to share in the
life of your Christian community. If you are having difficulty getting to church, but a
lift would make that possible please contact the team office on 01954 719718 and
we will be able to help. If you cannot get out and would like to receive Holy
Communion at home please let the office know and we will arrange for the
sacrament to be brought to you on a regular basis. This also applies to those who
are seriously ill and bed bound.
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Wave Café Church
Wednesday 6th March
at the 'Abantu' coffee shop in Bourn,
7.45 for 8pm until 9pm
For those who are interested in exploring Christianity in a relaxed
and informal way with DVDs, quizzes and discussions over coffee,
tea and cake.
For more information please contact:
Fiona Windsor on 01954 267535
or Ruth Terrell on 01954 718575.
Next few dates are: 3rd April, 1st May
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Church Services
Sunday 3rd March Holy Communion 8.30am
Sunday 10th March MOTHERING SUNDAY Family Communion 10.30am
Sunday 17th March Evening Prayer/Fair Trade 6.00pm
Sunday 24th March PALM SUNDAY Holy Communion 8.30am
Monday 25th March Compline 9.00pm
Tuesday 26th March Compline 9.00pm
Wednesday 27th March Compline 9.00pm
Friday 29th March GOOD FRIDAY Three hours devotions 12 noon – 3pm
Sunday 31st March EASTER SUNDAY Holy Communion 10.30am

Everyone is warmly welcome to join us for Mothering Sunday and for
our Easter services. Compline is a short, meditative service of night
prayer.

Church cleaning
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday tba

Peter and Suzy Stokes
Donal and Monica O’Donnell
Linda Rimmer
Janet Clear

Family Service Coffee rota
17th March Linda Rimmer

Church flowers and brasses (brasses only during Lent)
3rd March
10th March
17th March
24th March
31st March

Joan Reynolds
Linda Rimmer
Linda Smith
Lee Steele
Christine Stone

ELECTORAL ROLL 2013 REVISION
Every six years the church’s Electoral Roll is revised in every parish.
Those registered form the electorate for the Parochial Church Council.
If you wish your name to be added to Kingston’s roll, please contact
the Secretary, Janet Clear.
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The Kingston Blues Jam
An evening of live blues music was held in the Village Hall on January 24 th,
courtesy of the “Kingston Blues Jam” and friends. The KBJ is made up of
villagers Simon Draper (bass guitar), Pat Draper (keyboard) and Ron
Leslie (singer and guitar) along with fellow musicians Mark (lead guitar),
Lesley (rhythm guitar), Paul (singer and guitar) and Ed (drums) from
surrounding villages. Cambridge singer and songwriter Jon Kingsman
fronted our village band for the evening, and the new Cambridge R&B
band, “Smoken Joe”, played their first public gig in our hall that night.
A collection was held to support the Village Hall Fund and, according to
some well-received feedback, a good time was had by all. Our thanks go
to Simon Draper who manages the band, and did an excellent job of coordinating this musical event.
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News from your District Councillor
The second public consultation for new SCDC Local Development Plan, Issues and Options
Part 2 ended on 18 February 2013. I will report on the result after these have been
collated.
I can confirm that SCDC has cut £300,000 from the grant funding allocations. This
means that the council will not be offering funds to parishes for capital projects (such as
village halls, play grounds etc.).
The County Council has now appointed BT as its supplier of choice for providing
superfast broadband infrastructure for its Connecting Cambridgeshire project. The contract
will be signed in March. In the meantime, residents should continue to register their
telephone numbers so that we can achieve 100% registration for the village.
We are now entering into the last month when the business support service that
SCDC is offering through Exemplas, will be available. There is still an opportunity for
business people, new and existing, to take advantage of the service. Get in touch online at
www.exemplas.com/southcambs or call 0844 346 0755.
SCDC has decided to increase the fees it charges for some of its Environmental
Health services. For example, additional or replacement black, green or blue bins will now
be charged £69.50 (formerly £63.50). Stray dog kennelling fees have gone up from £12 to
£15 and Pest Control fees have also increased. Reason for increase is that charges will
contribute to the efficient and cost effective delivery of a range of council services that
impact directly on people’s safety and health. List of revised charges can be downloaded at
http://bit.ly/EnvChg
The South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) Youth Council was formally
launched on Wednesday 23rd January 2013. The Council received nominations from young
people from across the district, and though 20 places were available, only 15 of them were
filled.
The Transport Working Group set up on Thursday 17th January 2013, to look cost
effective solutions for our local services will be meeting again on 21 st February.
Please keep the ideas coming.

Councillor Drop-in Surgery
The County Councillor and I hold a drop in surgery on the second Thursday of every other
month. The next councillor drop in surgery is on Thursday 14 th March 2013, 7-8pm
at the Kingston Village Hall. Please drop in to chat about any issues that you may have
with the council services, or come with comments, suggestions, complaints or compliments
or just chat about life and the universe of Kingston.
If you can’t make the surgery, or have any issues to discuss in between those times,
please feel free to contact me by email tumi@tumihawkins.org.uk , by phone on 01954
210840, or via my website http://www.tumihawkins.org.uk where you will also find links to
my social media profiles on facebook, twitter and LinkedIn. I am happy to come out to chat
to you if you would prefer a face to face meeting.
If you would like to receive my monthly newsletter, then please register on my
website or send me an email with the headline “Email Newsletter”, or call me, and I will
add you to the list.

Dr. Tumi Hawkins, Dist Counc, Caldecote, Childerley, Kingston, Toft
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Spring walk at The Bury, Thriplow
Friday 1st March, 10.00-12.30
Come and enjoy a bracing walk around the ancient gardens of the
18th Century Bury in Thriplow. Beautiful setting - snow drop walk,
spring bulbs, two walled gardens, garden sculpture, stunning mature
trees including one of the finest examples of a Mulberry in the
country.
Warm up after your walk in the stunning, newly converted Barn with
coffee and homemade cakes. Also a sale of plants, bulbs and delicous
baking. Stalls from Phoenix cards, Boxworth Botanicals, Phillipa
Pearson Gardens and more.
All proceeds to Blue Smile who provide skilled emotional support in
local schools for children aged 3-13 that unlocks potential and
transforms lives.
Admission £4 including coffee and cakes
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Top: Crane’s Lane dovecot, 1969
Bottom: Bourne Brook overflow, 1989
Photos submitted by Dave Heath
submitted by Dave Heath
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Top: Dovecot, Church Lane taken from Walker’s Field, 1969
Bottom: Kingston sunrise, taken from Dovecot garden
Photos submitted by Dave Heath
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Bishop of Ely’s visit
Bishop Stephen’s visit to Kingston, which was scheduled for the 20th February,
had to cancelled when he became ill with appendicitis. He is making a good
recovery and we hope that he will be able to come here before too long.

From The Interparochial Magazine, 1924
On Jan. 18, the Sunday School Treat was held in the Schoolroom and a
very happy time was spent. Votes of thanks were passed to Miss
Marshall, the Superintendent, and to Miss Banton, who kindly gave the
Christmas Tree.
A very pleasant Social Evening was spent on Feb. 1, in the School,
and £2-15-0 was realised for the Young Men’s Recreation Club.
On Feb. 14, in the Rectory, the Choir Supper was held, and
everyone present had a very happy time. A hearty vote of thanks was
passed to F Butlin, Esq, who was present, and who generously gave
the supper, and to the friends in the Rectory who generously organised
and carried it out so successfully.
The oldest inhabitant of the village, Mrs Jakins, of The Green,
passed away at the ripe old age of 95, after a long illness. We offer our
sympathy to her children and others, who will greatly miss her.
In Lent we hope to have our mid-week Lenten services on
Thursdays at 7.30pm.
We hope that members of the choir will continue to come to the
fortnightly choir practices. Practice makes perfect.
We are looking forward to having the full number of [new] seats in
church. Not all the money necessary has been obtained, but we look
forward with confidence to raising it next year.
The Vestry Meeting and Church Parochial Meeting were held on
April 5. Mr W Johnstone was reappointed Rector’s Warden and Mr W
Rayner Parish Warden.
The collections on Whit Sunday, amounting to 14/-, were given to
the Churchyard Wall Fund. If we wish to continue to use the
Churchyard for burials, it is thought it will be necessary in the future to
make each fresh grave to hold two bodies. The Rector will bring this
matter forward in the next Church Council meeting.
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What is the Church Electoral Roll?
 It is your parish church’s register of electors; it is the list of those qualified to
attend and to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting where the elections take
place for:
- the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and
- the parish’s representatives on the Deanery Synod.
The Church Electoral Roll is not connected in any way with the civil Electoral Roll.
Whether or not you are on the Church Electoral Roll does not affect your right to
vote in local or national government elections.
What does the PCC do?
The PCC is the elected body which, together with the Vicar, looks after the
running of the church.
The PCC has the legal status of a charity, and is able to decide about issues such as
what worship services will be held, and how the church’s money should be spent.
What is a synod?
 ‘Synod’ is the name for a gathering which is a formal part of the Church’s
government.
The PCC is the most local form of synod, and each parish has one.
Synodical government gives everyone an opportunity to have a voice in the
life of the Church. Congregation members, parish clergy, diocesan officers and
bishops all form part of the structures, and can all communicate formally with each
other within them.
This allows everyone to play their part in decision-making on every aspect of
church life, including its doctrine and services.
What’s the bigger picture?
On a wider, but still fairly local scale, the Deanery Synod brings together
representatives from PCCs, and parish clergy, to discuss issues. These might be
issues raised by parishes, or issues which the wider church asks the Deaneries to
consider.
The Papworth Team churches belong to Bourn Deanery, which also includes
churches between Bourn and Cambridge (the Lordsbridge Team churches), and
Cambourne.
The Diocesan Synod gathers representatives (both clergy and non-ordained)
from deaneries throughout Ely Diocese. The Diocesan Synod looks at the working of
the whole Diocese, including its financial health and worshipping life. Again, the
Diocesan Synod considers issues passed to it from the Deaneries or from the
national Church.
Finally, General Synod consists of elected representatives from each Diocese
of the Church of England. General Synod is able to pass legislation which becomes
part of English law, since the Church of England is the Established Church in this
country.
By joining the electoral roll you become a voting member of the Church of
England and so help to ensure that all the Synods of the Church are fully
representative of its members.
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More from the old fellow…
Sitting down, talking to relations about different foods as you do at Christmastime, we
got on about all the different (foreign) foods, i.e. Indian and Chinese, as they are the
most common around this area. Something unheard of when I came to Toft in 1947 was
“Takeaway”. There was, of course, the great British takeaway that was the fish and
chips, but that was mostly in Cambridge. I wonder if many people remember taking
their own pots or pans to the Indian curry shop in Cambridge before the days of
containers made of plastic and tin foil - I remember in the mid 1960’s doing just that in
London, Tower Bridge Road, not far from where I lived before 1947. There was an Eel
and Pie shop there and I remember standing with my friends, after coming out of the
Saturday morning cinema, looking at the live eels in trays waiting to be cooked. East
Enders in particular loved their jellied ells - not my favourite food. Coming to Toft l left
all that behind, thank goodness!
Something else comes to mind is turkey… I have read that, before turkeys become
popular, people had goose – but only farmers and gentry had goose. The bird most
people could afford at Christmas was cockerel. Up until the 60’s we had cockerel or a
capon cockerel. This would weigh anything up to 6 or 8 lb and were 6-8 months old,
unlike today’s chickens that you buy at the supermarket which are 6 weeks old.
Nowadays people can have chicken, or chicken parts, any day of the week, but in my
younger days it was a rare treat. I can remember my grandmother cooking lambs’ tails;
thankfully I do not remember eating them. I do remember eating wild rabbit cooked in
a stew with dumplings at least once a week though. Since myxomatosis, a disease that
killed 90% of wild rabbits in the 1960’ s, it loses its appeal for me.
Enough about eating for now!

Terry Osborne

Local Transport
Readers may like to know that the County Council is currently holding meetings to review
transport provision locally. Some subsidies to buses are due to expire in April and may
result in the loss of some services. Our bus, the 18, is only a commercial service to
Comberton and is subsidised by the council beyond that. A committee has been meeting
to try and come up with solutions to any losses, and Polly Ray and I have attended two
of these meetings to date. We would be happy to present any views you may want to
express.
We would encourage anybody to use the buses whenever possible of course. I would
stress that no decisions have been taken yet, but the current level and type of transport
provision is unlikely to continue without some changes. You will have recently received a
form from the Parish Council concerning transport, and we would encourage you to fill
this out. Our local councillors, Fiona and Tumi, are also keeping abreast of this matter in
order to represent our interests. Don't hesitate to contact myself, Polly or our local
councillors with any queries. Your comments are valuable to us.

Miki Ellar
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Bourne Surgery Opening
Times

Comberton Surgery Opening
Times

tel. 01954 719469

tel. 01223 262500

Reception
Mon-Fri 8:30-1:00 & 1:30-6:00
(Out of hours for duty doctor’s
number ring: 01954 719313)

Reception
Mon-Fri 8:15-12:30 & 1:30-6:30
(Out of hours for duty doctor’s
number ring: 01223 262500 or
262579)

EMERGENCY 01954 464242

EMERGENCY 01223 464242

Dispensary
Mon-Fri 9:00-10:00 & 4:00-6:00
01954 718101

Dispensary
Mon-Fri 8:30-12:30 & 1:30-6:30
01223 262399

There is a branch surgery in Great
Gransden at midday on Tuesdays,
held at the Reading Room, Fox
Street. No appointment is needed.

Sat (collections only) 8:30-10:30
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KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL
Do you need a venue for an event, meeting or party?
KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
The hall is equipped with a supply of glasses, cutlery, and china
There are also tables and chairs
Hire Rates
For Kingston residents:
£4 per hour before 7:00pm, £6 per hour after 7:00pm
For non-residents:
£8 per hour before 7:00pm, £10 per hour after 7:00pm
A marquee that can be hired at a cost of £75 per occasion (up to 6
days)
To book please contact: Sarah Wright
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Recollections of a Claims Handler
In the days before the general use of computers in offices, as most older folk will
remember, it was the practice for staff to dictate letters and reports to a shorthand
typist. The latter would transcribe this material, hopefully accurately, to paper by
means of a noisy and usually primitive old typewriter. Before going outside 'on the road'
I was working in the office handling claims under the general supervision of the Branch
Manager.
On the occasion I have in mind I had been instructed to prepare a list of outstanding
public liability claims for Head Office, the list to include a precis of the circumstances
relating to each claim. I had dictated the list to a young typist not noted for her spelling
ability and it was taken into the manager's office before I had a chance to check it. The
manager was a hearty character and a few minutes later a loud guffaw reverberated
round the main office from his room and I was called in to the presence. My attention
was drawn to a paragraph which read: "Builder knocked down fencing with digger. Pig
escaped from sty and ran into manure midden. Died of PWEWMONIA”!
The typist could not see the joke.
One of my early outside jobs involved a visit to King's Lynn. An agitated policyholder
had telephoned to say that his house had been flooded and I was despatched
immediately to investigate. On arrival I found that the living room of our insured person
was a shambles. The carpet was a sodden, blackened mess, wet and sooty deposits
covered most of the furniture, while half burnt coal lumps were scattered round the
hearth of an open fireplace.
My upset claimant's tale of woe, which he had gleaned from neighbours, went something
like this: It all started when a slight fall of smouldering soot dropped into the living
room of the semi detached house next door. The elderly lady, who lived alone, rushed
outside to see an excess of smoke pouring out of the chimney stack and rushed back in
again to telephone the local fire brigade. The fire engine arrived very quickly and
managed to put a ladder up within minutes and a hose was inserted into the chimney
pot. "Right Sid" shouts Fireman Fred from the top of the ladder; "Water on", and Sid
immediately obliges.
Picture our policyholder and family happily sitting round the fire, listening to the radio
and minding their own business when, whoosh, a mini Niagara enters the room rather
violently! Hose down wrong chimney pot!!
Ironically, the elderly lady's chimney was not on fire but excess smoke had been
escaping through gaps in a deteriorated stack.
By the way, we did recover our outlay from the fire brigade's own insurers.
A motor claim form received from a ONE EYED policy holder who had been involved in a
recent accident disclosed that he had been convicted some years earlier of “dangerous
driving and assault”. As this conviction had not been disclosed on his original proposal,
I wrote for further details. Below is a verbatim copy of the relevant part of his reply.
Istill have a copy of his letter which is dated 26th February 1970.
“…I was going to Wimpy's (the builders) to19
their office in Hammersmith. I turned into
Fulham Palace road and I stopped to ask a newspaper vendor where Wimpy’s office was.
He directed me, telling me to turn round and take a one way street. I turned round and
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I still have a copy of his letter which is dated 26th February 1970:
“…I was going to Wimpy's (the builders) to their office in Hammersmith. I turned into
Fulham Palace road and I stopped to ask a newspaper vendor where Wimpy’s office was.
He directed me, telling me to turn round and take a one way street. I turned round and
someone called out. I stopped and a man came to the side of my car and told me I had
nearly knocked him down. The road was very wide… He informed me that he was
partly blind. I told him “SO AM I” and, with that, he punched me in the face! I got out
of my car and said “You knows what you have done?” With that he drew his briefcase to
hit me again! I am sorry to say I had took enough and butted him with my head…”
Our policyholder went on to explain that his opponent turned out to be the brother of a
locally based police sergeant. You can't win 'em all!

Dave Heath

Proposed bridge repairs - White Arch Bridge, Kingston
Mr. Gareth Guest, Structures Engineer for Cambridgeshire County Council, has written
to advise of some future repairs proposed for the brick arch bridge located in the dip on
Bourn Road, Kingston. The proposal is to reconstruct/repair the masonry wing walls
and headwalls that have now started to lose an earlier concrete render repair.
To enable the repairs to take place, Mr. Guest has applied for a road closure between
11th March and 2nd April 2013. The actual closure dates will be advised nearer the
time, but he expects a full road closure to vehicles will only be necessary for a few
days, unless hampered by weather or water levels. He will also issue a formal press
release via the County press office. A signed diversion will be set up via Church Lane.
Cyclists, equestrians and pedestrians will be able to go through the site.
Anyone with any queries are asked to contact Mr. Guest at:

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Gareth Guest
Structures Engineer
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Telephone numbers
Addenbrooke’s A&E
01223 217118
Addenbrooke’s switchboard
01223 245151
Age Concern (Information and Advice line)
01223 568306
Anglian Water (sewage)
08457 145145
Ashcroft Vet Surgery 169 St. Neots Rd, Hardwick
01954 210250
Cambridge Rail Station general inquiries
0845 7484950
Cambridge Water
01223 70605
Camdoc (out of hours)
01223 464242
Chinese, Fish and Chips 2 High St. Toft
01223 263337
Citizens Advice Bureau
01223 222660
Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reporting)
0800 555111
Drs. Parker, Mills, Shepherd,Wheatley and Kent
58 Green End, Comberton
appointments
01223 262500
prescriptions
01223 262399
Dr. Tobin & Partners, Bourn Surgery
appointments
01954 719469
emergencies
01954 719313
Electricity (emergency)
0800 783 8838
Health-Child & Family Team (Community Health Office)
Comberton Road, Toft
01223 264460
Indian, The Hoops Gt.Eversden
01223 264443
Italian, The Pergola, Harlton
01223 260005
Jetlink (to Stansted, Heathrow, Luton, Gatwick)
08705 747757
Magazine Editor (Ron Leslie)
01223 264965
National Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Neighbourhood Watch (Bill Lovell)
01223 262576
NHS 24hr health Advice Line (talk to a nurse/doctor)
0845 4647
Parish Council Chairman (Simon Draper)
01223 262842
Parish Council Clerk (Peter Stokes)
01223 262207
Park and Ride
01223 845561
Police non-emergency (Community Beat Officer: Karen Mahoney)
101
Road repair
01223 833717
Rosie Maternity Hospital
01223 217617
Samaritans
01223 364455
SC District Council (Local Councillor Tumi Hawkins)
01954 210840
South Cambridgeshire District Council
08450 450500
Stagecoach (Cambus) information 8am to 8pm
0870 6082608
Stansted Airport
0870 0000303
Streetlight failure reporting
0800 7838247
Published monthly by Kingston Parochial Church Council

Papworth Team

Rev Fiona Windsor (Team Rector)

01954 267535

Dr Rev Alexandra Clarke (1st contact)

01954 710426

Rev Paul Gildersleve

01954 713989

Rev Stephen Day

01480 831915

Rev Nigel Pearson

01954 719637

Churchwarden

Peter Reynolds

PCC

Janet Clear (Secretary)
Linda Rimmer (Treasurer)

Parish Council

Simon Draper (Chairman)

01223 262842

Tim Fitzjohn (V Chair, Footpaths,
Community Plan)
Julie Conder (Finance, Playground,
Webmaster)
Katherine Stalham (Village Hall, Sustainable
Energy)
James Clear (Open Spaces Officer)
Peter Stokes (Clerk)
kingstonpc@tiscali.co.uk
Village Hall MC

Torrie Smith (Chairman)
torrie.smith@scott-torrance.com
Chris Reid (Treasurer)
Sarah Wright (Secretary)
kingstonvillagehall@gmail.com
Committee members: Christine Allison,
Janet Clear, Pat Draper, Chris Reid,
Katherine Reid, Katherine Stalham, Mark
Stalham, Peter Stokes, Suzy Stokes, Paul
Wright

www.kingstonvillage.org.uk
www.facebook.com/kingstonvillage

01223 262207

