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Village Diary 

 

Wheelie bin collection dates 
 
Friday 6 Dec  Blue & green bins 

Friday 13 Dec Black bin 
Friday 20 Dec Blue and green bins 

Monday 30 Dec Black bin 

Monday 6 Jan Blue and green bin 
Saturday 11 Jan Black bin 

 

 

Saturday 7 Dec Village Pub Night, village hall, 6:00 – 10:00pm 

Sunday 8 Dec Christmas Bring and Buy, village hall, 2:30pm 

– 4:00pm 

Thursday 19 Dec Village Carol Singing, starting 6:30pm. Meet at 

South Sea House 

Sunday 22 Dec Carol service at Kingston Church, followed by 

mince pies and mulled wine at The Old Post 
Office 

Saturday 4 Jan Village Pub Night, village hall, 6:00 – 10:00pm 
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Vicar’s Letter 

We’re entering what’s considered to be the season of goodwill and 

cheer and many of us are clearly focussed on the countdown to 

Christmas with its traditional expectation of midwinter warmth 
and pleasure.  Yet as we watch the big stores launch their TV ad-

vertising campaigns aimed at selling us the perfect Christmas, 

we’re also confronted with the desperate plight of the Philippines 
following the devastation of Typhoon Haiyan.  Images of beauti-

fully wrapped gifts and over-laden dinner tables are rapidly fol-

lowed by images of a human fight for survival amid wreckage, 
hunger and disease.  Such is the immensity of this tragedy that it 

has displaced from our attention the plight of the Syrian people.  
The United Nations High Commission for Refugees believes that 6 

million Syrians, that’s over a quarter of the population, have now 

been displaced from their homes, 2 million of them over the bor-
der into neighbouring Jordan, enduring an arid and dangerous ex-

ile in desert refugee camps. 

When we step back and consider our British obsession with Christ-
mas excess in the face of the extreme suffering and deprivation 

many parts of the world, let alone the tragedy, poverty and loss 

which afflict so many thousands of people in this country itself, it’s 
easy to think of Christmas as a kind of collective anaesthetic – a 

social behaviour which allows us, or some of us, to bury our heads 
in the sand for a few weeks and ignore the ugly realities of life 

while we indulge in a short-term fantasy that life is actually not so 

bad after all.  And some might argue that even if that is all Christ-
mas is, is that really such a bad thing? 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, in his concern for the exploitation 

of the poor and vulnerable, has criticised the culture which en-
courages the excessive spending and material expectation at 

Christmas which drives so many people into acute financial diffi-

culties.  The tragedy of this reckless consumerist drive, as well as 
the human suffering which follows, is that it has developed in the 

name of ‘celebration’ of the birth of Jesus, into a humble Jewish 
carpenter’s family.  Jesus, who was always among the poor and 

disadvantaged, living in a backwater of the Roman empire, who 

spoke frequently and with passion about good and bad uses of 
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money.  And what St Matthew tells us in his Gospel account of Je-
sus’ birth, is that not only was Jesus born in poverty and shame, 

but that in the first few years of his life he too was a refugee, 

taken by his frightened parents into a foreign country, Egypt, to 
escape the murderous paranoia of a despotic king.  Jesus began 

life in circumstances familiar to over a quarter of the current 
population of Syria – homeless, helpless, displaced.  Jesus began 

life on the underside of society, disadvantaged in every way.  Yet 

it was this Jesus in whom God was pleased to dwell; it was this 
Jesus whom God called his ‘beloved son’; this Jesus whose life 

was spent revealing to the whole human population what the love 

of God means for each and every one of us; this Jesus who em-
bodied not just the human life of this world which we each experi-

ence, but that quality of eternal life which gives shape, meaning, 

purpose and beauty to this life. 

Despite the juxtaposition of TV adverts with graphic news reports 

of human tragedy, a Christian celebration of Christmas is not a 
million miles away from the devastation of natural disaster, war, 

poverty, famine, disease and tragedy.  A Christian celebration of 

Christmas finds its meaning in the raw and jagged reality of this 
world’s pain – a pain into which Jesus was born, and in which he 

continues to be present, offering the possibility of redemption and 

a life of fulfilment which transcends this present existence.  May 
we all know the peace of Christ this Christmas time. 

Alexandra 

International Evening 

About 30 people sat down to enjoy some delicious food from 

around the world at the International Evening held in the village 

hall on Saturday 16 November. £186 was raised towards Village 
Hall funds.  

Many thanks to Pat Draper for organising the event, and to all of 

you who brought such mouth-watering dishes, not forgetting 
those who helped to set out the hall and clear up afterwards. 
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Parish Council News 

A14 upgrade: Following extensive consultation a preferred route 

has now been agreed. Work is expected to start in 2016 and be 

completed in 2019. Go to this website for more information and 
details of the proposed re-alignment: http://

www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/a14-cambridge-to-

huntingdon-improvement-scheme/ 

No. 18 bus: our District Councillor informs us that the County 

Council has agreed to keep our bus running between Cambridge 

and Gamlingay. The service will continue to run as at present 
through Kingston, Monday to Saturday, although the timetable is 

likely to change in January. The 18A however will not be coming 
back. 

Planning Applications: We will continue to keep you informed 

through the magazine of known planning applications in or close 
to Kingston Parish, but you may wish to be informed more 
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promptly about applications that are of particular interest to you. 
You can check on the South Cambridgeshire District Council 

website: go to http://www.scambs.gov.uk/ and click on the link 

‘View a Planning Application’. You can then search by village and 
date range. If you have the reference number (e.g. for one of the 

applications listed below) then you can go directly to the 
application documents using the reference number. Normally 

residents likely to be affected by a planning application (e.g. close 

neighbours) will be informed by the Planning Department, and of 
course notices are fixed to a fence, telegraph pole or similar close 

to the property concerned.  
• S/0552/12/FL Temporary meteorological mast at land 

off Ermine Way, Arrington: the appeal to the Secretary of 
State against refusal by SCDC of this application has been 

dismissed. 
• S/1988/13/FL Erection of replacement dwelling and 
garage, Kingston Wood Farm Cottages: this application has 
been granted. 

• S/1083/13/FL erection of replacement dwelling and 
garage, North Farm house, Church Lane: this application 

has been granted. 
• C/11/40/04851/13 Treework at Tranquil, Rectory Lane: 

this application has been submitted for approval. 

Peter Stokes, Parish Clerk 
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Mince pies and mulled wine 

All are welcome to The Old Post Office for mince pies and mulled 

wine after the Carol Service, Sunday 22 December. 

Peter and Suzy Stokes 

Church Services for December 

Sunday 1 December Holy Communion 8.30 am 

Sunday 15 December Family Service 10.30am 

Sunday 22 December Carol Service 10.30 am 
Christmas Eve Holy Communion 9.30 am 

Christmas Day All Age Communion at Caxton 10.30 am 

Church Cleaning 

1st Sunday Peter and Suzy Stokes 

2nd Sunday Donal and Monica O’Donnell 
3rd Sunday Linda Rimmer 

4th Sunday Janet Clear 

5th Sunday Peter Reynolds 

Church flowers and brasses 

1 December Jean McGinn (brasses only) 

8 December Joan Reynolds (brasses only) 
15 December Linda Rimmer (brasses only) 

22 December Linda Smith (brasses only) 
29 December Lee Steele 

Carol Singing  

Village Carol Singing will take place on Thursday 19 December, 

starting from South Sea House, Bourn Road at 6.30pm. Carol 

Sheets are provided but please bring torches. Refreshments pro-
vided afterwards. All proceeds to the Church Restoration Fund. 

Unfortunately we cannot sing at every house, but if you would like 

us to sing at yours, or if you would like to join in, please contact 
 

Janet and James Clear 

Janet Clear.
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CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

BRING AND BUY   BRING AND BUY   BRING AND BUY   BRING AND BUY       
� Plants, preserves, baked goods, decorations Plants, preserves, baked goods, decorations Plants, preserves, baked goods, decorations Plants, preserves, baked goods, decorations     
� Chocolate Tombola !               Chocolate Tombola !               Chocolate Tombola !               Chocolate Tombola !               ����        RaffleRaffleRaffleRaffle    
� Tea, coffee, mulled wine and mince pies Tea, coffee, mulled wine and mince pies Tea, coffee, mulled wine and mince pies Tea, coffee, mulled wine and mince pies     
� Make your own Christmas decorations ! Fun Make your own Christmas decorations ! Fun Make your own Christmas decorations ! Fun Make your own Christmas decorations ! Fun 
for ALL the familyfor ALL the familyfor ALL the familyfor ALL the family 

This is a great chance to meet and mingle during the festive 
season over refreshments. Please bring any donations of 
gifts or produce (no jumble or books please) chocolate 
items for the Tombola (from a Mars bar to a box of chocs!) 
and raffle prizes, any time up to Saturday 7th December to 
Suzy Stokes (The Old Post Office, Rectory Lane) or Miki 
Ellar (Wainstones, Cranes Lane). Items such as cakes not 
before Friday 6th December please.  

                  All proceeds to the Village Hall 

Sunday 8th  
December  2:30 – 4:00pm.  
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Quiz and Chips 

This will be held at the Village Hall on Saturday 25 January. There 

will be nine tables of six. Bar opens at 19.00 and quiz commences 

at 19.30. Tickets £9 per person to include fish and chips (or 
veggie alternative). Profits towards the VH fabric and 

refurbishment fund. 

Once again we are very grateful to Helen and Mark Underwood for 
organising this popular event. 

For tickets email Paul Wright  

 

Orwell Singers 

I'd like to draw villagers'  attention to the following piece about 

Orwell Singers.  I am a member of the choir and would be happy 
to talk to anyone who would like further information. 

Miki Ellar, Wainstones, Crane’s Lane 

Singing is good for you! It’s official—so come and try it! No 

audition, just an enjoyment of music and an ability to turn up on a 

Monday evening at 7.30 in Orwell.   

And here’s the science: when you sing your body produces the 

‘feel good’ hormones - endorphins. It’s like eating a bar of 

chocolate but without the calories. Singing even helps you live 
longer, according to the findings of a joint Harvard and Yale study. 

We need you, your sense of humour, enthusiasm, and your voice 

(whether soprano, alto, tenor or bass) and we’ll give you a 
brilliant keep fit regime and a great bunch of new people to meet. 

Oh – and we go to the pub after rehearsal.... 

New term starts in January – but before that why not come to our 
Christmas Concert (and join in some of the audience Carol 

moments) on Saturday 14th December at Orwell Village Hall on 
Orwell High Street at 7.30 pm. 

For more information on membership, please contact Verity 

Haines: verity_haines@yahoo.com  tel 07714 898642 or 
01223 208605. 



Kingston Parish and Church Magazine December 2013 

14 

New Magazine Editor needed 

Ron and Marion Leslie have decided to stand down as Editors of 

the Parish and Church magazine: we are very grateful to them for 

their service in this role over the last 18 months. 

Kingston PCC is now appealing for a new Editor for our magazine. 

The role involves receiving, editing and formatting material - most 

of which is sent in by e-mail, each month – and then forwarding it 
on to our printer. In addition, the Editor is encouraged to 

commission features and/or images where appropriate.  Help is 

available for learning the ropes. 

Please contact Peter Reynolds, Linda Rimmer or Janet Clear if you 

are interested, or for further information. 

The last post! 

Charlie Richmond, Kingston's village postman since the 1980s, 

makes his final delivery on Saturday 4 January. Do come along 
that evening to the village pub to raise a glass to his retirement. 
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New NHS Non-emergency phone number 

The 111 service has been launched in Cambridgeshire. 111 will 

get you through to a team of fully trained call advisers, who are 

supported by experienced nurses and paramedics. They will ask 
you questions to assess your symptoms, and give you the health-

care advice you need or direct you to the right local service. 

The NHS 111 team will, where possible, book you an appointment 
or transfer you directly to the people you need to speak to. If they 

think you need an ambulance, they will send one immediately – 

just as if you had originally dialled 999. 

You should use the NHS 111 service if you need medical help or 

advice urgently but it’s not a life-threatening situation. 

For less urgent health needs, you should still contact your GP in 

the usual way.  For immediate, life-threatening emergencies, you 

should continue to call 999. 

It is likely that the 0845 46 47 NHS Direct number will be closed 

down in the near future subject to approval from NHS England.  



Kingston Parish and Church Magazine December 2013 

16 

 

Bourne Surgery Opening 
Times 

 

tel. 01954 719469 
 

Reception 

Mon-Fri 8:30-1:00 & 1:30-6:00 

(Out of hours for duty doctor’s num-
ber ring: 01954 719313) 

 

EMERGENCY 01954 464242 

 

Dispensary 

Mon-Fri 9:00-10:00 & 4:00-6:00 

01954 718101 
 

Comberton Surgery Opening 
Times 

 

tel. 01223 262500 
 

Reception 

Mon-Fri 8:15-12:30 & 1:30-6:30 

(Out of hours for duty doctor’s num-
ber ring: 01223 262500 or 262579) 

 

EMERGENCY 01223 464242 

 

Dispensary 

Mon-Fri 8:30-12:30 & 1:30-6:30 
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Do you need a venue for an event, meeting or party? 
KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

The hall is equipped with glasses, cutlery, china, tables and chairs 

Hire Rates:  
Kingston residents:£4 per hour up to 7:00pm, then £6 per hour  
Non-residents: £8 per hour up to 7:00pm, then £10 per hour  

A marquee 4m x 10m is available for hire at £75 per occasion (up to 6 
days) 

To book please contact: Sarah Wright at 01223 263500 
sarahwwright@hotmail.com 

Commercial advertising rates in this magazine: 

• Full page: £8 (£80 for 12 issues) 

• Half page: £5 (£50 for 12 issues) 

• Quarter page: £3 (£30 for 12 issues) 

Other sizes by arrangement. Reduced rates for Kingston residents 

Julie
Text Box


Julie
Text Box




Telephone numbers 

Addenbrooke’s A&E        01223 217118 

Addenbrooke’s switchboard       01223 245151 

Age UK (Information and Advice line)      0800 1696565 

Anglian Water (sewage)        08457 145145 

Ashcroft Vet Surgery 169 St. Neots Rd, Hardwick   01954 210250 

Cambridge Rail Station general inquiries     0845 7484950 

Cambridge Water        01223 70605 

Camdoc (out of hours)        01223 464242 

Chinese, Fish and Chips 2 High St. Toft     01223 263337 

Citizens Advice Bureau        01223 222660 

Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reporting)    0800 555111 

Drs. Parker, Mills, Shepherd,Wheatley and Kent 

58 Green End, Comberton  appointments    01223 262500 

      prescriptions    01223 262399 

Dr. Redwood & Partners, Bourn Surgery 

       appointments    01954 719469 

emergencies    01954 719313 

Electricity (emergency)        0800 783 8838 

Health-Child & Family Team (Community Health Office) 

Comberton Road, Toft        01223 264460 

Indian, The Hoops Gt.Eversden       01223 264443 

Italian, The Pergola, Harlton       01223 260005 

Jetlink  (to Stansted, Heathrow, Luton, Gatwick)    08705 747757 

Magazine Editor  (Ron Leslie rmleslie@btinternet.com) 01223 264965 

National Rail Enquiries        08457 484950 

Neighbourhood Watch (Peter Stokes)     01223 262207 

NHS 24hr health Advice Line (talk to a nurse/doctor)  111 

Parish Council Chairman (Simon Draper)     01223 262842 

Parish Council Clerk (Peter Stokes)      01223 262207 

Park and Ride          01223 845561 

Police non-emergency (our PCSO        101 

Road repair         01223 833717 

Rosie Maternity Hospital        01223 217617 

Samaritans          01223 364455 

SC District Council (Local Councillor Tumi Hawkins)   01954 210840 

South Cambridgeshire District Council     08450 450500 

Stagecoach (Cambus) information 8am to 8pm    0870 6082608 

Stansted Airport         0870 0000303 

Streetlight failure reporting       0800 7838247 

 

 
Published monthly by Kingston Parochial Church Council 

 



 

Papworth Team Rev Canon Fiona Windsor (Team Rector)   01954 267535 

 Rev Dr Alexandra Clarke (1st contact)  01954 710426 

 Rev Paul Gildersleve     01954 713989 

 Rev Stephen Day      01480 831915 

 Rev Nigel Pearson      01954 719637 

   
Churchwarden Peter Reynolds 

peterreynolds299@btinternet.com    
 

   
PCC Janet Clear (Secretary) 

clearsam@btinternet.com     

   

 Linda Rimmer (Treasurer) 

lfrimmer@yahoo.co.uk 

 

   
Parish Council Simon Draper (Chairman) 

srdraper_bios@hotmail.com 
 

 Tim Fitzjohn (V Chair, Footpaths, 

Community Plan) tfitzjohn@btinternet.com 
 

 Julie Conder (Finance, Playground, 
Webmaster) jwconder@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 Katherine Stalham (Village Hall, Sustainable 
Energy) 

 

 James Clear (Open Spaces Officer) 
clearsam@btinternet.com 

 

 Peter Stokes (Clerk) 
kingstonpc@tiscali.co.uk 

 

   
Village Hall MC Torrie Smith (Chairman) 

torrie.smith@scott-torrance.com 
 

 Chris Reid (Treasurer) 
Chris.Reid@majedie.com  

 

 Sarah Wright (Secretary) 
kingstonvillagehall@gmail.com  

 

   

 Committee members: Christine Allison, 

Janet Clear, Pat Draper, Mandy Ray, Chris 
Reid, Katherine Reid, Katherine Stalham, 

Mark Stalham, Peter Stokes, Suzy Stokes, 
Paul Wright 

 

 

www.kingstonvillage.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/kingstonvillage 
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