
Kingston Parish Council (KPC) 

Minutes of Meeting Held at 7.30pm on 9th January 2024 

Present 
Sue Dalgleish (SD) (Chair)    Julie Conder (JC) 
Miki Ellar (ME)     Mark Nicholls (MN) 
Paul Wheeler (PW)     Rachel Marsh (RM) 
Tumi Hawkins (TH) District Councillor  Charlie Richmond (CR) 
Jill Coleman (JCol) 
 
Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

1. Apologies 
None 

 
2. Approval of Previous Minutes of Parish Council Meetings 

Minutes from meeting on 14th November 2023 – work ongoing, to be forwarded to 
councillors by email for approval. 

 
3. County Councillor’s Report 

Not received by this meeting. 

 

4. District Councillor’s Report See Appendix A 

4.1 TM mentioned the ongoing 4-day week trial stating that fewer agency staff are 

employed and there are now only 2/3 vacancies for planning officers. 

4.2  Residents in social housing are able to access an online checker for home  

 improvements and how to report problems. 

4.3  There is help for residents with the cost-of-living crisis but many benefits are not   

 being taken up. Action: KPC to advise residents. 

4.4  150,000 New homes have been suggested for Cambridgeshire. 

4.5  South Cambs finances are close to the budget for this year and considered to be in a  

 good position. 

4.6 PW asked TH about lack of response from the Highways Agency regarding the roads  

 in Kingston, TH suggested contacting the County Councillor. 

TH left the meeting. 

 

5. Planning Application – Reference 23/1164/TTCA 

 

Tree works in Field Row. The applicant has asked Richardson Tree Surgery to carry out 

works. KPC supports the application. SD will report the council’s decision to South 

Cambs using the planning portal.  

 

It was advised that Anglia Water is due to check soil pipes and soak aways in Field Road 

because of possible damage caused by tree growth.  

 

Matters Ongoing 

  

6. Flooding in Kingston See Appendix B 



PW has produced a report which shows the Kingston boundary, parish fields, ditches, 

drains and pipes and areas where surface water can be an issue at times of heavy 

rainfall. Suggestions were made as to how problems may be resolved. SD thanked PW. 

 

6.1  A request was made in October to clear the blocked drains in Crane’s Lane and The   

 Green but this has not been done.  

 Action: PW will discuss with the County Councillor. 

6.2  Potholes and ice are making Cranes Lane treacherous.  

6.3 Pipes need to be kept clear. A local landowner has recently cleaned pipes in  

 Kingston but the council may have to consider budgeting for regular pipe and drain   

 work in the future. Action: PW will obtain quotes. 

6.4  Responsibility for pipes, drains and ditches is shared between Highways and 

Cambridgeshire County Council as well as land and home owners. It was suggested 

that a gentle reminder in the magazine may be helpful. 

JCol left the meeting. 

 

7 Village grass cutting and weed maintenance 

     SD has weeded around play areas in the park. 

 

8 Village Hall car park ownership 

The matter is ongoing. Action: SD will continue to speak to the Village Hall Committee 

and PW will discuss the matter with neighbours of the Village Hall. 

 

9 Kingston play park – repairs and grant funding (PW) 

PW has submitted the grant application for the play park and hopes that a response will 

be received in April. 

 

10  Phone box (PW) 

Signs are ready to be fixed as soon as weather allows. 

 

11 Speed limits in Kingston (PW) 

11.1 PW will resubmit the application for a 20mph speed limit in Kingston. 

11.2 Lowering the speed limit from 60 to 40mph on the 1046 is a Local Highways  

        Initiative. A number of new road signs would be required and KPC would be  

        expected to contribute 10% of the cost. This may be too expensive for KPC to  

        consider alone but other parishes may be interested in a joint venture. 

        Action: Add to the agenda for May 2024. 

 

12  Overgrown cycle path  

MN reported that he has cleared most of the cycle path and anything remaining will be 

cleared or die back meaning that Buchans are not required for further work at present. 

 

13  Open spaces report (MN) 

13.1 MN has repaired the footpath sign that was damaged. 

13.2 The street sign for Field Row has faded, all agreed that it should be  

                   repaired/replaced. 

13.3 MN has logged all street signs and will attempt to clean any that are faded to avoid  



        replacing them. 

   ME mentioned that the ‘Wildmans Lane’ sign in Cranes Lane was to have become  

   obsolete. Action: MN will check. 

 

14 No. 18 bus service (JC) 
The bus has again missed Kingston on occasions. 
Action: JC will continue to monitor and requests that any complaints are forwarded. 
 

 Matters Arising 
 
15 Opus Energy account (SD) 

SD advised that the fixed rate period has now finished. The bill received for January 2024 
was £102, which included 90 days of standing charges for the separate supplies. If we 
moved to a new supplier there would still be 3 standing charges. We have a credit of 
£189 remaining with Opus. Action: Obtain quotes from other suppliers to reduce costs. 
Revisit the topic at the next meeting to further consider options. 

 
16 Defibrillator batteries (SD) 

SD voiced the need for a trustworthy battery supplier. PW advised that the cost will be 
£238 and he will request an invoice. Fitting can be carried out by KPC. 

 
17 Invoices Paid and for Approval  

 

Company Service Date Paid Amount Paid By: 

Opus Energy Street Lighting 27 November 23 14.04 Account 
Credit 

R Marsh Clerk Salary 30 November 23 198.88 B/P 

HMRC Clerk Income Tax 
Payment  

30 November 23 49.80 B/P 

Cambs ACRE Subscription 6 December 23 60.00 B/P 

Opus Energy Street Lighting 27 December 23 102.07 Account 
Credit  

R Marsh Clerk Salary 29 December 23 198.88 B/P 

HMRC Clerk Income Tax 
Payment 

29 December 23 49.80 B/P 

All agreed for payment. 
 

18 Bi-monthly Report (JC). See appendix C 
  
19 2024/25 Budget Setting/Precept (JC) 

 
 19.1 JC reported that figures to the end of December were on budget. 
 19.2 The precept has been received from South Cambs. DC with Kingston’s banding 

increasing slightly but so have KPC’s costs.  
 19.3 JC prepared 3 options for 2024-25.  
         Option A – to keep council tax the same incurring a large deficit in the budget. 
         Option B – raising council tax by a small amount, incurring a smaller deficit. 
         Option C – increasing council tax by 6% to achieve the budgeted figures. 
         As the council tax has not increased for 2 years Option C was agreed. 



 
Action: RM to obtain estimates for future costs in respect of Churchyard maintenance, 
parish magazine and Buchan’s grass cutting contract. SD thanked JC  

 
20 Items for next meeting to be held on 12.03.24 

 
Continuation of items covered in this meeting. 

 
 
21 A.O.B 

 
Planning Application - Reference 24/00041/FUL 
Address Town Farm House, Tinkers Lane, Kingston, Cambridge CB23 2NW 
Extension to existing property and an additional single storey property behind. 
Action: An extraordinary meeting will be held on 23rd January at 6:00pm. 
 
The meeting finished at 10:00pm. 
 
 
 
Minutes reference: 20240901 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………. 

 

Date: …………………………………………………………….. 

 



South Cambridgeshire District Council – Caldecote Ward 

(comprises the Parishes of Caldecote, Childerley, Kingston, Bourn, Longstowe & Little Gransden) 

 

Councillor’s Monthly Report – January 2024 

This report of previous month events is for all the Ward, so please be aware that some of the content 

may not be relevant to your particular Parish.  
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General  
Please contact me with comments, questions, requests for assistance, reports, suggestions or 

complaints to do with SCDC services. These are housing need, housing repairs for council tenants, 

planning, benefits, council tax, bin collection, environmental health issues etc. Don’t fight on your 

own. I am available to help you to get the best outcome possible for your situation.  

 

Check out articles on my facebook page https://www.facebook.com/itsCouncillorTumi and my blog 

http://www.TumiHawkins.org.uk. What I post on there is my view and not LibDem or South 

Cambs official policy unless I state that it is. 

 

Welcome to 2024 – Happy New Year to one and all. 

 

Planning Updates 
 

Online Checker for Home Improvement Projects 

The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service has launched a user-friendly online checker to 

help home owners find out if planning permission is needed for home improvement projects such as 

dormer windows, fence installations, outbuildings, front porches, flue installations and more! The 

checker is at https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/check-if-i-need-planning-

permission/. For those thinking about installing solar panels, check out the dedicated webpage for 

planning permission requirements at https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-

applications/solar-panels/. If still unclear, then book the free 15 minute advice pre-app session 

through here https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/householder-and-small-

business-planning-advice/.   

 

National Planning Policy Framework revision 

DLUHC (Department of Levelling Up, Housing & Communities) has issued a revised National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) setting out the government's planning policies for England and 

how these are expected to be applied. The NPPF was revised in response to the Levelling-up and 

Regeneration Bill: reforms to national planning policy consultation response which was published 

today, 19 December. The Minister Michael Gove, gave a speech that day to announce the 

Government’s planning changes.  

 

Not surprisingly, Local Planning Authorities (LPA) were targets for lots of stick, and shady looking 

one or two carrots. He wants to publish league tables of performance, remove the ability to agree 

extensions of time to encourage councils to determine applications quickly, but ignoring the fact 

that the statutory periods were set donkeys years ago when planning was so much simpler with 

fewer requirements/study reports and other hoops to jump through. Nothing about how to increase 

the planning resources that LPAs need.  

 

One carrot he mentioned is the review into the role of statutory consultees to see if they are helping 

or hindering the planning process – they are hindering for sure. The big announcement relevant to 

us is his Cambridge 2040 plans and potential creation of a Development Corporation to deliver his 

overly ambitious plans to turn Cambridge into the Silicon Valley of the UK. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/itsCouncillorTumi
http://www.tumihawkins.org.uk/
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/check-if-i-need-planning-permission/
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/check-if-i-need-planning-permission/
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/solar-panels/
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/solar-panels/
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/householder-and-small-business-planning-advice/
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/householder-and-small-business-planning-advice/
jwconder@yahoo.co.uk
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Cambridge 2040 and Development Corporation proposals 

In his speech (full transcript at https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/falling-back-in-love-with-

the-future), Michael Gove talked about 150,000 plus houses is what he wants to build in the 

Cambridge area between now and 2040. Mr Peter Freeman (Homes England Chief Exec) is his 

choice to head the Cambridge Delivery (super)Group. We still don’t know who the members of this 

supergroup are or will be. His vision of “a new urban quarter” is to be delivered by a Development 

Corporation with a broadly based Board to steer its efforts”. Make of that what you will. 

 

He briefly mentioned an approach towards water and steps to help manage demand for water in new 

developments. But nothing about the current stalemate with Environment Agency for water to 

deliver sites in the current adopted local plan!!  

 

And Michael Gove is still not talking to the Local Government leaders in the area – just announcing 

what he wants to do. So much for localism. The four leaders - Cambridge City Council, Cllr Mike 

Davey, South Cambridgeshire District Council, Cllr Bridget Smith, Cambridgeshire County 

Council, Cllr Lucy Nethsingha, and the Combined Authority Mayor of Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough, Dr Nik Johnson wrote to him to express their views and you can read their joint letter 

at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/joint-statement-from-local-leaders-and-the-combined-authority-

mayor-on-cambridge-2040-announcement/  

 

Greater Cambridge Design and Construction awards 2023 

The annual awards scheme to celebrate Greater Cambridge’s building design and construction 

industries is now open for submissions. The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service and the 

Cambridge Forum for the Construction Industry (CFCI) are inviting entries for the Awards which 

celebrate the best in the design and construction of our built environment, and the skilled people 

who make it happen. Submissions should be made through this webpage 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/greater-cambridge-

design-and-construction-awards  

 

Award for Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service (GCSPS) 

The GCSPS won ‘Best Local Authority’ award at the recent Thornton Education Trust (TET) 

Inspire Future Generations Awards. We are recognised as one of the few UK Local Authorities that 

commits resources to ensure effective youth engagement. Judges were particularly impressed by 

GCSP’s pioneering methods for approaching youth engagement and architectural education to 

deliver social value. In addition, one of the YES team secured the title of 'Individual Youth 

Engagement Practitioner of the Year.'. This recognises his profound experience and extensive 

knowledge in the field of youth engagement and for going the extra mile to engage children and 

young people who are often underrepresented in the architectural design and engagement process. I 

was proud to support the team at the award ceremony.https://www.scambs.gov.uk/latest-award-for-

greater-cambridge-shared-planning-as-youth-engagement-service-praised/  

 

Governance/HR 
 

4-Day Week (4DW) Trial and Best Value Notice 

The former Minister Lee Rowley, before he got moved in the last reshuffle, issued South Cambs 

with a Best Value Notice (BVN). Notices of this type were issued to three other local government 

bodies but for concerns such as an unrealistic budget, significant governance weaknesses and major 

cultural problems. None of these apply to South Cambs which is in a strong financial position and is 

acknowledged to be well run and high performing.  
 
The BVN requires the Council provides the Department of Levelling Up, Housing and 

Communities (DLUHC) with extensive data on a weekly basis for the next six months. This covers 

staffing, costs, service delivery, performance, and resident feedback. Instead of using the data that 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/falling-back-in-love-with-the-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/falling-back-in-love-with-the-future
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/joint-statement-from-local-leaders-and-the-combined-authority-mayor-on-cambridge-2040-announcement/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/joint-statement-from-local-leaders-and-the-combined-authority-mayor-on-cambridge-2040-announcement/
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/greater-cambridge-design-and-construction-awards
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/greater-cambridge-design-and-construction-awards
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/latest-award-for-greater-cambridge-shared-planning-as-youth-engagement-service-praised/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/latest-award-for-greater-cambridge-shared-planning-as-youth-engagement-service-praised/
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the Council is collecting anyway, Rowley decided to ask for data that is so unusual – 80 questions 

totalling 186 individual answers. Some are also historical data. Talk about asking for everything and 

the kitchen sink. At an Extraordinary meeting in November, SCDC Councillors agreed the Council 

will answer those questions and provide the data. The trial continues in the meantime. 

 

The South Cambs offices remains open 5 days a week, and the Contact centre is open longer hours 

than before the trial. The out of hours emergency response officers are available 24/7 for issues 

such as homelessness and dangerous structures. 

 

At the Extraordinary Council meeting last month councillors heard that staff turnover and staff 

sickness was down, and recruitment had seen clear benefits with almost 100 new staff joining the 

Council in 2023. The performance of services across the board during the trial was encouraging – 

including in the waste service, which joined the trial more recently and is seeing more than 99% of 

bins collected on-time every week. Thanks to the improvement in recruitment, the amount expected 

to be spent on agency staff cover this year is hundreds of thousands of pounds lower than it would 

otherwise have been. 

 

The 4 Day Week is helping the council to retain and recruit planners needed to respond to the 

Government’s own vision for this area in terms of growth. 

 

SCDC has received strong support from other local authorities across the political spectrum, 

including all five Suffolk district councils, Central Beds and SCDC’s partner in Shared Services 

Cambridge City Council.  

 

Corporate Peer Challenge Report 

The Council has recently published the Peer Review conducted in the first week of November by 

the Local Government Association (LGA). It is not an audit as some claim, but a friendly scrutiny 

which I can confirm as I have been involved as member of peer team in three Planning specific peer 

challenges over the past 15 months at other district councils. The administration invited the LGA to 

undertake the review as part of its commitment to continually reviewing and improving services. 

The authors of the report identified various strengths for the council and sought to act as a critical 

friend, suggesting areas for development, so that the council can continue to thrive. The four-day 

Working Week was not within the scope of the Corporate Peer Challenge. 

 

The report praised the Council’s high levels of engagement with communities, especially 

surrounding the ‘Greater Cambridgeshire Local Plan’ and praised the ‘Statement of Community 

Involvement’ consultation. The review noted the positive working culture within the Council and 

recognised the improvements made to this since 2018. It praised the leadership team and the CEO 

throughout. 

 

The review recognised the Council’s focus on being performance led and highlighted several 

successful practices (such as KPIs emerging from Overview and Scrutiny). It further suggested that 

KPIs should be incorporated into specific dashboards and that further KPIs should be generated in 

certain areas. The report clearly state that Council is in a strong financial position, is well managed 

with an enviable record of delivery - such as being the district with the highest number of visas 

issued under the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 

 

The review identified that in our business plan we have focussed on four core areas - ‘housing that 

is truly affordable for everyone to live in’, ‘being green to our core’, ‘growing local businesses 

and economies’ and ‘a modern and caring council’. Throughout the report ‘being green to our 

core’ was highlighted specifically as being well embedded as a priority for the council and 

highlighted there being clear leadership in this area. The review suggested reinforcing the council’s 

overall vision by reviewing our business plan to ensure there is a more consistent narrative, 



 

 

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins p4 www.TumiHawkins.org.uk 

especially in the context of the many layers of Government in Cambridgeshire so that the voluntary 

and community sector and parishes can work closer with the Council on shared objectives.  

 

You can find out more and read the full report at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/corporate-peer-

challenge-report-published/.  

 

Housing 

 

Make Things Right update 

In March 2023, Michael Gove MP the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing & 

Communities, launched the government’s “Make Things Right” campaign which urges social 

housing tenants to complain about substandard housing. So anyone who lives is in Social Housing 

should know their rights and how to complain. To get an issue fixed Step 1 is to report it to the 

Landlord. Then if not fixed Step 2 is to Complain through the landlord’s complaint process. If 

you’re not happy with the final response from the landlord, Step 3 is to Escalate to the Housing 

Ombudsman. Learn more from this webpage https://socialhousingcomplaints.campaign.gov.uk/  

 

SCDC Housing Maintenance 

Just over a year ago SCDC entered into a completely new contract with Mears for the repair and 

maintenance of the council’s social housing portfolio. A full contract review has now been 

conducted which shows that performance over the previous contract has improved significantly. 

Mears have put in additional measures to improve their performance, including operative upskilling 

and additional contractor support from central teams and subcontractors. Overall tenant satisfaction 

is high, with 93% of residents reporting satisfaction with the service they have received. Complaint 

numbers have been low and when they have been received, they have been fully investigated. The 

council will continue to monitor Mears’ performance closely to try to drive standards higher still. 

The main findings are presented here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbGKtRu9mPA 

 

Finance 
 

Audit 

The latest audit is being signed off at a time when the vast majority of councils are behind on the 

audit due to big problems with the capacity of the auditors we are required by law to use. The joint 

planning service (Cambridge City and South Cambs) is reported that its spending is close to budget 

- whereas this time last year it was £250,000 over. We were assured that this was due entirely to the 

benefits of the 4 Day Week trial which has meant that we have recruited into a significant number 

of planning roles which had been notoriously difficult to fill and very expensive to use agency staff 

to fill. 

 

Correction of Fake News on Council Finance 

A Labour MP made a statement in the House of Commons last month naming councils which were 

allegedly bankrupt and had issued S114 notices. And he mentioned South Cambs as one of them. 

The Council wrote to him immediately asking for the record to be put straight and have had an 

apology from him. 

 

In addition, a media rag made claims that South Cambs had a debt that is 21.8 times its spending 

power. Again fake news and sloppy researching-but that’s what rags do. The figure they’d latched 

on is the £205 million that the District had to pay to the Government in March 2012 to enable the 

Council keep its social housing stock and all the rent from it!! And its completely within the 

Housing Revenue Account (HRA) which is ringfenced solely for the Housing. It is completely 

separate to the General Fund Account used for running the council. The HRA debt is serviced 

exclusively out of the rental income from the housing portfolio. Read it for yourself at 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/2364/tenants_newsletter_a5_ssept_2012.pdf  

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/corporate-peer-challenge-report-published/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/corporate-peer-challenge-report-published/
https://socialhousingcomplaints.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbGKtRu9mPA
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/2364/tenants_newsletter_a5_ssept_2012.pdf
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Shared Prosperity Fund 

SCDC will receive over £1m from this government scheme to allocate as grants to business and 

community schemes. We are currently discussing how big these grants could be (probably up to 

£100k) and what sort of schemes we should be targeting. 

 

Community and Wellbeing 
 

Parking Enforcement in South Cambs 

 

New Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) powers in South Cambridgeshire will be given to 

Cambridgeshire County Council following Parliamentary approval. 

 

Earlier this year an application was submitted to the Department for Transport (DfT) to enable 

Council Civil Enforcement Officers (CEOs) to issue Penalty Charge Notices for the majority of on-

street offences such as parking on double or single yellow lines. Previously only the Police could do 

this. We expect benefits to include increased compliance with parking restrictions which in turn 

would improve traffic flow, road safety and lead to a reduction in obstructive and dangerous 

parking. It will also support economic growth in the district. 

 

Following the decision by Government, the CPE scheme in South Cambridgeshire officially comes 

into effect on 19 December 2023. To give people notice and a chance to find a more suitable 

parking place, notices were placed on vehicles parked in some areas where parking is in the greatest 

demand, such as commuting and shopping areas. Throughout January, a Warning Notice will be 

issued to people who continue to park where there are restrictions– this looks like a parking ticket 

but there is no fine attached. Penalty Charge Notices will be issued from 1 February which will 

mean a fine of between £50 and £70, depending on the severity of the offence. 

 

Action for Happiness 

The Action for Happiness theme for January is at https://www.actionforhappiness.org/calendar - 

Happier January. The focus is “Let’s start the new year happier”. Have a look at the daily 

calendar which has some really good ideas for action on a daily basis. 

 

SCDC Help for residents through the cost-of-living crisis 

Last month, I reported on the SCDC initiative to help with the cost-of-living crisis by offering a free 

electric blanket / electric throw, which cost a fraction to run than central heating. Four other areas of 

support are Benefits, Household Support Fund, Food support and Saving energy and money. Please 

go to the website at to www.scambs.gov.uk/cost-of-living to see what is on offer and how to claim. 

If you have questions or need help applying then email duty.communities@scambs.gov.uk . 

 

South Cambs Hall 

Like most local authorities South Cambs now encourages hybrid/home working which means that 

large offices are no longer needed in the way they were. We have therefore moved all of our staff 

onto the first floor of the Cambourne offices and are converting the ground floor as space for 

businesses and community groups to conduct their businesses and hold events. It is hoped that this 

will encourage new start-up new business as well as helping existing businesses through a 

programme of support events as well as networking. The new space will be open on 24th April 

2024. 

 

Potential benefits entitlement 

South Cambridgeshire District Council is making a big push to raise awareness of benefits 

entitlement. It’s estimated that around 25% of benefits go unclaimed. Here’s an easy-to-use on-line 

Benefits Calculator: https://entitledto.co.uk 

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/calendar
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/cost-of-living
mailto:duty.communities@scambs.gov.uk
https://entitledto.co.uk/
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Local Climate Action Conference 

SCDC’s Climate Action Conference was well received by the 80+ people who attended. See the 

video commissioned for the event at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXr9YIKUp0U.  

The Zero Carbon Communities grants have provided over £500,000 in funding locally since it was 

launched four years ago. Designed to equip community groups to take climate action at a local 

level, the grants have helped upgrade community buildings, educate people about their carbon 

footprint, and help nature recover in the district. The conference was so well received we expect it 

may be held again in future with different but related content.  

 

Homes for Ukraine: Appeal for support with Landlord Incentive scheme 

This is a scheme where landlords who provide properties in South Cambridgeshire to Homes for 

Ukraine guests and who are resident in South Cambridgeshire qualify for a financial incentive. The 

level of incentives depends on the size of the property, and whether they it’s at market rent or at the 

local housing allowance rate. Under the standard arrangements the landlord must provide a 

minimum 6-month tenancy from the outset but if 12 months is offered initially, then incentive is 

double the amount for a 6-month tenancy. See table below for relevant figures. 

 

Number of bedrooms  Market rent incentive  LHA rate incentive  

1 Bedroom  £1,140  £2,280  

2 Bedroom  £1,300  £2,600  

3 Bedroom  £1,350  £2,750  

4 Bedroom  £1,410  £2,820  

After the initial term expires, landlords can receive a further payment if they offer to renew the 

tenancy. Anyone who in interested in joining the scheme can find out more by emailing the team on 

HFULiaison@Scambs.gov.uk or calling 01954 713411 

 

 

Diary Dates 
 

Wednesday 17th January 2024: Planning Committee. 

Thursday 18th January 2024: Scrutiny and Overview committee 

Tuesday 23rd January 2024: Audit and Corporate Governance Committee 

 

Casework  
Please do feel free to contact me with comments, questions, problems, reports, suggestions or 

complaints to do with SCDC services. I will help as best I can 

 

You will find the current and past reports on my blog at https://tumihawkins.org.uk/caldecote-

ward/reports/monthly-reports/2023-24-monthly-reports/. Feel free to read, share and/or download.  

 

Tumi  
 

Tumi Hawkins 

3 January 2024 

 

Email me @: tumi@tumihawkins.org.uk 
Read my blog at: http://www.TumiHawkins.org.uk 
Twitter: @CouncillorTumi 
Facebook  @itsCouncillorTumi 
LinkedIn  TumiHawkins 
Call me on: 07802 323269 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXr9YIKUp0U
mailto:HFULiaison@Scambs.gov.uk
https://tumihawkins.org.uk/caldecote-ward/reports/monthly-reports/2023-24-monthly-reports/
https://tumihawkins.org.uk/caldecote-ward/reports/monthly-reports/2023-24-monthly-reports/
http://www.tumihawkins.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/CouncillorTumi
http://www.facebook.com/itsCouncillorTumi
http://www.linkedin.com/in/tumihawkins
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Kingston Drain Map 

Interim Report : Jan-24 

 

1. Parish Boundary Area. 

All Surface Water Drains and Ditches flow into Bourne Brook at the following points : 

a. Caldecote Sewage Pumping Sta)on 

b. To, Bridge 

 

 

Mapping on Parish Online will iden)fy : 

a. Ditches and Underground Drains. 

b. Loca)on and Landowner responsibility. 

 

Interim Ac)on required : 

a. Iden)fica)on of Land Register References : 

i. 59969589 for ditch maintenance. 

ii. 59969303 for ditch maintenance. 

iii. 38028376 for ditch maintenance. 

See Appendix A for details. 

b. Iden)fica)on of Land Register Reference : 

i. 38066412 for ditch and pond maintenance. 

See Appendix B for details. 
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2. Village Boundary Area 

All Surface Water Drains and Ditches flow into Bourne Brook at the following points. 

a. Caldecote Sewage Pumping Sta)on 

b. To, Bridge 

 

 

Mapping on Parish Online will iden)fy : 

a. Ditches and Underground Drains. 

b. Loca)on and Landowner responsibility. 
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Interim Ac)on required : 

a. Iden)fica)on of Land Register Reference : 

i. 37917934 for Gully way and ditch clearance. 

See Appendix C for details. 

b. Iden)fica)on of Ownership of Ditch opposite of Pond in South Sea House for 

clearance of ditch and gully ways.   

See Appendix D for details. 

c. Progress of Online Highways Fault : 

i. 00445313 submi>ed on the 20/10/2023 for clearance of 

blocked drain between Drain grill opposite Green Leys on 

the Green and Drain grill on junc)on of The Green and 

Bourn Road. As of the 08/01/2024, awai)ng Highways 

Officer Report. 

ii. 00445312 submi>ed on the 20/10/2023 for repair of drain 

grill opposite Tollfields driveway. As of the 08/01/2024, 

awai)ng Highways Officer Report. 

iii. 00452607 submi>ed on the 27/12/2023 for repair to 

underground drainpipe opposite Solisiden driveway. As of 

the 08/01/2024, awai)ng Highways Officer Report. 

   

Note : Resolu)on of Online Highways Fault 00445313 should alleviate the excess rainwater 

flowing onto Field Road from The Green when precipita)on levels are below 50mm in a 12-

Hour period. Levels above 80mm will clear via the exis)ng Drains within 10 Hours. Based on 

events over the period from the 1st January 2024 to the 5th January 2024. 
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3. Online Highways Open Reports Summary as of the 8th January 2024 for Cambridgeshire. This  

displays 13,434 Reports which provides an idea of the magnitude of the issues facing the 

Highways Department. 
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This display is for a drill down of the surrounding area for Kingston for which we are the 8th in Open 

Reports.  
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This display is for a drill down for Kingston depic)ng the area of Cranes Lane and The Green being 

which has the greatest Open Reports.  
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4. Responsibilities for Watercourse Maintenance as defined by Cambridge County Council 

 

What is a Watercourse? 

A watercourse is defined as any channel through which water flows. It may range from a 

reasonable-sized ditch with a constant flow to nothing more than a depression which carries water 

infrequently. Within the meaning of the Act “watercourses” can also be piped. Whilst watercourses 

may take runoff from the highway, the originating flow will normally be from a land drainage source. 

Watercourses are classified as either: 

Main Rivers: Managed by the Environment Agency. The responsibility for their maintenance and 

repair lies with the “Riparian Owner(s)”, although the EA also have powers to maintain and improve 

them. Further information on your responsibilities regarding Main Rivers is available on the GOV.UK 

website. 

Ordinary Watercourses: The responsibility for their maintenance and repair lies with the “Riparian 

Owner(s)” 
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Awarded Watercourses: The responsibility for the maintenance lies with the Local District or City 

Councils (or another relevant authority). 

The expression “riparian rights” refers to those common law powers and duties relating to the use of 

water associated with the ownership of the bank or bed of a watercourse. The deeds to a property 

may suggest who the riparian owner is but this is not always the case. The law therefore presumes, 

in the absence of contrary evidence, that land adjoining a watercourse includes the watercourse. If 

there is nothing specific in the property deeds and unless there is something to establish contrary 

intention, the riparian owner is responsible for the watercourse. A ditch alongside a road is normally 

owned by the adjacent landowner. 

 

Roadside Ordinary Watercourses: There are 2 categories of roadside ditch: 

 A ditch on either the field side or roadside of fences and hedges taking land drainage as well 

as highway drainage, which under common law is the responsibility of the adjacent Riparian 

owner. 

 A ditch constructed by the Highway Authority, or wholly within the freehold land owned by 

them, solely used for draining the highway, which is the responsibility of the Highway 

Authority. 

Under the Highways Act 1980, the Highway Authority has a prescriptive right to drain the highway to 

any adjoining roadside ditches. Rural roads rely to a great extent on ditches to remove water and 

their effectiveness is vital to keeping them in good condition. Common Law imposes a duty on the 

owner of land adjoining a highway to maintain these ditches that provide natural drainage for both 

the land and highway. In most cases the responsibility for ditch maintenance rests with the adjacent 

landowner. 
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Kingston Parish Council
Financial report 31 December 2023
N.B. All figures exclude VAT

Item
Budget 
2023/24

£

Expenditure YTD
£

Budget minus 
expenditure YTD

£
Additional Information

Grass and Hedge cutting - 
Expenditure

2,876 2,805 71 
No further payments expected; 
(increase was less than budgeted)

Grass and Hedge cutting - 
Income

(306) (311) 5 Fasnacloich Estates paid extra

Insurance 463 449 14 
No further payments expected; 
(increase was less than budgeted)

Clerk's salary 2,419 1,721 698 
Includes KV to 8 Aug, 4 mths PS,1 mth 
RM (to come: 3mths RM £747)

Grants (section 137) 941 941 
Churchyard maintenance; will pay £850 
(Stuart D paying excess)

Village Hall upgrade 1,288 1,288 0 PWLB 2 of 2 tranches paid

Audit fees 72 75 (3)
No further payments expected; 
(increase was slightly more than 
budgeted)

Village asset maintenance 600 394 206 

Paid for playground: annual inspection; 
extra bark; spraying (to come: bus 
shelter cleaning; tree works; defibrillator 
battery)

Subscriptions 456 424 32 
Paid for ICO, CAPALC, One.com (to 
come: SLCC, Parish Online)

Parish Magazine 830 830 

Footpath lighting 194 62 132 
Opus Energy have revised prior yrs 
charges, we are now in credit

Miscellaneous and expenses 1,000 90 910 
Clerk exps; allotments rent paid to 
SCDC; bank charges (to come: village 
hall hire; training)

Income other than precept (248) (365) 117 
Deposit account interest recd £305; 
allotments £60

Total 10,585 6,632 3,953 

Current account: 7,195 

Deposit account: 16,246 

At 31 December 2023 23,441 see below

Reconciliation of bank balances

Balances brought forward Current account: 3,919 

Deposit account: 14,711 

 At 01 April 2023 18,630 

Net expenditure as above (6,632)

Other items: Precept income 10,892 

VAT refund received 729 For financial year 2021-22

VAT refund received 501 For financial year 2022-23

VAT incurred on net expenditure 2023-24 (679) To be recovered

At 31 December 2023 23,441 As above

Bank balances
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Kingston Parish Council Budget and Precept for 2024/25

(Note: figures exclude VAT)

Item
Budget 
2023/24

£

Actual 
Expenditure 
(to 31 Dec) 

2023/24
£

Expected 
spend for 

whole year 
2023/24

Budget for 
2024/25 

VERSION 1

Budget for 
2024/25 

VERSION 2
Notes on Expected spend Notes on Budget figure

Grass and Hedge cutting 2876 2805 2805 2914 2914
Allow 3.9% inflation increase on actual spend of 
£2,805

Grass & hedge cutting 
income

-306 -311 -311 -311 -311 Fasnacloich and CCC Assume unchanged

Insurance 463 449 449 467 467 Allow 3.9% inflation increase 

Clerk's salary 2419 1721 2468 3101 3101
Incl KV, PS , RAM; RAM 2 mths to 
pay

Allow 3.9% increase RAM to national scale £14.21 to 
£14.76 p.h., 210 hours

Grants (section 137) 941 850 850 850 PCC re churchyard Fixed amount

Village Hall upgrade 1288 1288 1288 1288 1288 PWB loan interest Fixed amount

Audit fees 72 75 75 78 78
Internal auditor. No external audit 
fee expected.

Allow 3.9% inflation increase 

Village asset maintenance 600 394 1459 1035 1035
Expect to pay for sycamore, 
weeds, playground bark, bus stop 
cleaning, defib battery

Allow for more repairs/bark in playground, weeds, bus 
stop cleaning, defib pads

Subscriptions 456 424 547 569 569
IC, ACRE one.com, CAPALC paid; 
to pay: SLCC, Parish Online

Assume IC fixed; others allow 3.9% inflation increase

Parish Magazine 830 0 830 862 862 Allow 3.9% inflation increase 

Footpath lighting 194 62 62 353 353
Fixed contract to Dec2023; 
currently using up mystery credit. 

Allow for 12mths at new supplier rate.

Miscellaneous and expenses 1000 90 570 1000 748
Incl bank charges, hall hire, Clerk 
expenses& training

VER1: Allow round sum total. VER2: cut back the 
'sundry' buffer from £482 to £230

Income other than precept -248 -365 -477 -488 -488  Allotments, interest
Assume allotments unchanged;  interest estimated 
based on Sep quarter

Total 10585 6632 10615 11718 11466

Precept - Option A 10892 10892 11035

Surplus/Deficit -683

Precept - Option B 11466 11466

Surplus/Deficit -252 0

Precept - Option C 11718

Surplus/Deficit 307 277 0



N.B. All figures exclude VAT

CPI for 12 months ending Nov 2023 (latest available) 3.90% (source: ONS Dec 2023)

Precept 2023/24 £10,892
Council tax base 2022/23 136.9

Council tax base 2023/24 138.7 (source: SCDC letter Nov 2023)
% incr in tax base this year/last year 1.31%

Precept for no change per household (option A) £11,035
Precept for CPI incr per household (option B) £11,466
Precept to achieve preferred budget (option C) £11,718

Council tax* per band D house 2022/23 & 2023/24 £79.56
Council tax* per Band D house 2024/25 (option A) £79.56
Council tax* per Band D house 2024/25 (option B) £82.66
Council tax* per Band D house 2025/24 (option C) £84.48
* parish contribution

Forecast total bank balances end of year £16,809


