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Village Diary 

Saturday 5
th

 April Church Work Day 

                                     Pub night, Village Hall 6-10pm 

Saturday 10th May Plant Sale at the Village Hall 

Saturday 17th May Workday at the playground 10-12 noon 

Thursday 22nd May  Parish Council and European Parliamentary Elections 

Tuesday 27th May   Annual Parish meeting 8pm at the Village Hall 

Saturday 12
th

 July   Church Fete, South Sea House. 

New editor 
Hi, I have taken over this month as the new magazine editor and would 

really welcome articles, ads for future events or ideas about what you 

would like to see in the magazine. I hope that we will be able to publish a 

monthly news round-up from Bourn School and it would be great if some of 

Kingston’s teenage residents could write about special events at their 

school. 

Please send emails to me, Mandy Ray, by the 20th of each month. 

mja630@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
Wheelie bin collection dates 

Friday 4
th

 April                   Black bin 

Friday 11
th

 April                 Blue and green bins 

Saturday 19
th

 April             Black bin 

Saturday 26
th

 April             Blue and green bins 
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Vicar’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

Will you be enjoying any chocolate Easter Eggs this month?  Perhaps you’ll be involved 

with an Easter Egg hunt somewhere?  Has it ever seemed odd to you that we give and 

share hollow shells of chocolate at this time of year?  What has it got to do with Easter? 

The egg is of course an iconic symbol of new life, with all the potential which that holds.  

The events of that first Easter, when Jesus returned to life, are to do with the possibilities 

of life, new life, eternal life, breaking into the world.  The shape of an egg is also a 

reminder for some of the stone that was rolled in front of the tomb on that first Good 

Friday to seal in Jesus’ tortured and defeated body, but which was rolled away to 

symbolise the release of his new and vibrant body on Easter morning. 

Why chocolate? Chocolate was, until recently, a valuable treat, something which most 

people loved: a touch of luxury and extravagance after the abstinence and restrictions 

of the Lenten fast – a symbol of celebration!  Sometimes Easter Eggs contain goodies 

inside which can only be retrieved when the egg is smashed open (you can’t open a 

chocolate egg neatly – I’ve tried! The only thing for it is to give it a good whack and 

smash it into pieces – so much more satisfying!)  Whilst the egg is intact the goodies 

are useless; it is only when the beautiful casing is opened that the treasures within can 

be enjoyed. There’s a metaphor for life here, since for most of us we try to create and 

maintain the surface of an ordered and organised life, keeping the complicated and 

important stuff carefully contained.  Sometimes it takes a trigger to unsettle our lives, 

sometimes quite a messy one, to reveal what’s deep within us, and perhaps to 

discover the treasures and resources which we didn’t know we had. 

The Meaningful Chocolate Company have released a 

fabulous set of Easter Eggs this year which link fabulous 

tasting fair trade chocolate with ‘the real meaning of 

Easter’, in a simple story book of the first Easter. By 

supporting the suppliers of the chocolate ingredients with 

fair wages, they (along with other fair trade companies) 

seek to supply luxury goods for a market which can afford 

it from the farmers and labourers who are often exploited 

by the mass markets.  It’s a step towards enabling that life 

rich with potential which the Easter story proclaims among 

some of the more vulnerable communities of the world. 

The eggs can be bought from some supermarkets and 

independent outlets, or online at 

www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

Wishing you all the joy of abundant life this Easter 

Alexandra 
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Church Services for April 

Sunday 6th April Holy Communion 8.30am 
Monday 14

th
 April Compline 9.00pm 

Tuesday 15
th

 April Compline 9.00pm 
Wednesday 16

th
 April Compline 9.00pm 

Friday 18
th

 April GOOD FRIDAY Devotions 12.00 noon–3.00pm with service 1-2pm 
20

th
 April EASTER SUNDAY Holy Communion 10.30am 

 

All are warmly invited to join in our Holy Week services. Compline is a short, meditative 
service of night prayer. On Good Friday you are welcome to attend for the full three 
hours, or for the service between 1 and 2pm, or to come and go on any of the half hours 
during this time.  
 

Church cleaning 

1
st

 Sunday Peter and Suzy Stokes 
2

nd
 Sunday  Donal and Monica O’Donnell 

3
rd

 Sunday  Linda Rimmer 
4

th
 Sunday  Janet Clear 

5
th

 Sunday Peter Reynolds 
 

Church flowers and brasses  

6
th

 April Miki Ellar (brasses only) 
13

th
 April Mandy Ray (brasses only) 

20th April Joan Reynolds  
27

th
 April Linda Rimmer 

 

Church Work Day 

There will be a Church Work Day on Saturday 5
th

 April, from 9.30 am – 1pm. The main 
task will be churchyard maintenance. Please bring spades, forks, rakes and barrows if 
you have them. (Further info: Peter Reynolds, 262094). 
 

Kingston church on the web 

Readers will know about the Kingston Village website (www.kingstonvillage.org.uk) but 

we are also one of 13 parishes which make up the Papworth Team Ministry, and this 

has its own site (www.papworthteamchurches.org). Here may be found a full schedule 

of the Team’s services; contact details; news on activities and events; information on 

baptisms, weddings and funerals; pew sheets; clergy letters, and much else besides. All 

Saints and St Andrew, Kingston, receives a 5 star ‘heritage rating’ on the UK tourism 

web site www.britainexpress.com, one more star than Wimpole Hall! ‘The main 

feature of historic interest at Kingston is the wonderful series of wall paintings’ writes 

the site’s editor, David Ross. There are photographs of the church on www.flikr.com - 

search ‘Kingston Cambridgeshire’. Some are stunning and have received international 

notice.  

Julie
Text Box
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Ben Colbourn and Mark Ynys-Mon describe and illustrate all Cambridgeshire’s churches 
at www.druidic.org/camchurch, a wonderful and idiosyncratic resource. For 
architectural detail go to www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk and search for ‘Kingston 
Cambridgeshire’. Anne Marshall is developing a ‘catalogue of Medieval wall paintings 
in the English parish’ at www.paintedchurch.org where our ‘Rood Group with angels’ is 
described as ‘unique in English church wall painting’. 

Peter Reynolds 
 

Easter Lilies 

As in previous years, it has been customary to donate towards the cost of the flowers 

for Easter Sunday ( often in memory of family or friends).  

It would be very helpful if donations could be received by Friday 5th April to allow for 

ordering in time. 

Linda Smith. 

C 264054. 

 
 

Papworth Team Ministry 
 

Team Evening Service 
 

No service in April due to Easter 
Sunday 18th May 6.00 pm at Caxton 

 

March will have a focus of Prayer - looking at the future together as a 
Team   

Praise, Prayer, TeachingPraise, Prayer, TeachingPraise, Prayer, TeachingPraise, Prayer, Teaching 
 

 

Wave Café Church  
 
Wednesday 2nd April 
at the 'Abantu' coffee shop in Bourn, 
7.45 for 8pm until 9pm 

 
For those who are interested in exploring Christianity in a relaxed and informal way with 
DVDs, quizzes and discussions over coffee, tea and cake.  Please come and bring a friend. 

For more information please contact Fiona Windsor on 01954 267535 or Ruth Terrell on 
01954 718575.

Julie
Text Box
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A short, prayerful service of  

Holy Communion  
is celebrated Wednesday at midday 

in Bourn Church 
 

Anyone from around the Team or beyond is welcome to attend. 
 

If you have particular prayer requests, please contact  

Revd Dr Alexandra Clarke (01954 710426)   alexandra.clarke@ely.anglican.org 

Wheelchair access provided 
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Parish Council News 

Local elections: it is Kingston’s turn for parish council elections this year, which will 

be held on Thursday 22 May, the same day as European parliamentary elections. 

Notices will appear shortly announcing the elections, and giving details of the 

procedure to follow for any person wishing to stand for election as a parish 

councillor. 

Annual Parish Meeting: this year’s meeting will be on 29 May at 8.00pm in the 

village hall. This is a public meeting (not a parish council meeting) at which reports 

are presented on various activities of interest to us all. Come and enjoy a glass of 

wine, and have the opportunity to ask questions or give your views in the open forum 

at the end. 

Playground Workday: please spare a couple of hours if you can on Saturday 17 May 

at 10.00am to join the team carrying out some essential maintenance jobs at the 

playground. Bring any of the following if you can: wheelbarrow, shovel, fork, rake, 

bramble-clearing tools, gardening gloves. 

Footpath/cyclepath to Toft: there have been demands in the past for a 

footpath/cyclepath from Kingston to Toft, to link up with the path that continues 

from Toft to Comberton and on into Cambridge. The Parish Council has been 

exploring the possibility with the County Council, but we have been advised that if a 

path were provided, the school bus to CVC would probably be discontinued. (This is 

because the free bus is currently provided on a ‘concession’ basis, since Kingston 

does not officially qualify. Also note that any free bus provided to Comberton primary 

school would not be affected.) So we would be trading ‘free school bus to CVC’ for 

‘safer walking/cycling to CVC’. What are your views? Please let me know if you have a 

view either way, either because you have CVC students now, or will have before long, 

or just enjoy cycling/walking towards Cambridge. 

Speeding through the village: Unfortunately the Parish Council has been 

unsuccessful in its bid for funding to install speed cushions on the Tinker’s Lane and 

Church Lane entrances to the village to reduce speeding on these roads, together 

with a junction warning sign on Tinker’s Lane for the Crane’s Lane turning. We will 

apply again for next year’s round of funding. 

Litterpick: we had a good turnout for the litterpick on 2 March, and cleared a 

mountain of litter from roads all around the village. Unfortunately we did not finish 

the B1046 stretch between the two Kingston turnings due to lack of time. Many 

thanks to all who helped on the day. 

Planning: 

• S/2666/13/FL The application for a single storey extension at Walker’s Field, 
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Church Lane has been granted. 

• S/2708/13/FL The application for a first floor side extension with car port below 

and single storey front extension at 4, Crane’s Lane has been granted. 

• C/11/40/056 an application to remove a tree at the North end of the village hall 

has been granted. 

Peter Stokes, Parish Clerk, kingstonpc@tiscali.co.uk, tel: 262207 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 
Little Hands Nursery School - Bourn 

Short Street, Bourn 
Cambridgeshire 

 

Little Hands is a private Nursery School specialising in quality 

preschool care and education for the under fives and offers  
 

High staff to child ratio 

Outstanding Ofsted report 
 

Sessions can be booked flexibly throughout our nursery day 

08.30am-4.30pm during term time 
 

Optional Holiday Clubs also available 
 

We accept nursery funding giving 

 15 hours per week of free funded nursery  

for all 3 and 4 year olds and eligible 2 year olds 
 

For further details contact: 

Pam Pantazi: nursery manager 07708 061 575 

E-mail: lh.bourn@gmail.com 
 

Little Hands is also at Linton, Melbourn and Newton, visit the website at 

www.littlehands.co.uk 
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Unsung Heroes 

I recently re-read Terry Osborne’s moving and interesting account of his father’s death 

in action during the Second World War. It must have been fascinating to Terry to meet 

Alfred Gotts and learn something of his experiences in the same theatre of war at the 

same time as his father. I well remember Alf and his wife Doreen who lived at 

Crossways Cottage. He came to Kingston from Ilford where I went to school and he 

told me something of his background including a little of his traumatic adventures in 

Crete. He once said to Ann, my wife, that, having reached 70, his allotted three score 

and ten, he regarded every day he still lived as a bonus for which he was thankful. 

I take the view that Terry’s father, who sadly paid the ultimate price, and Alfred were 

heroes as were all those men and women who endured the horrors of facing the guns 

of war. Only a relative handful received citations for individual acts of gallantry but 

untold thousands suffered grim days and years which were not talked about but, 

nevertheless, coloured the rest of their lives. 

It seems likely that many members of more recent generations for whom World Wars 

1 and 2 are just fading bits of history do not have a clear idea of what their parents 

and grandparents went through during those calamitous times. My father, Thomas 

Henry Heath, for example, gave very little 

detail of his service life apart from what the 

family could drag out of him. We do know 

that, born in 1898, he lied about his age in 

order to get into the Army in 1915. He trained 

as a driver and not many months later found 

himself ferrying men and materials to the 

Western Front trenches in France. He 

transferred to the Royal Flying Corps which 

soon became the Royal Air Force and 

continued his job attached to the front line 

airfields. 

A shrapnel wound eventually resulted in my 

father being returned to England for hospital 

treatment but he was posted back to France in 

due course where he continued in action till 

the war’s end. He did tell us that on the day 

before the Armistice declaration shells were 

still being exchanged and, as he was standing 

with a group of fellow drivers, a shell landed 

among them and killed several. He was 
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nearest but the shrapnel flew over his head into the men further away. 

After demob he signed on as a regular in the RAF. Back in civilian life eventually, and 

employed as an HGV driver, he was shaken to be called back to the service a few days 

before W.W.2 broke out on 3 September 1939. It was not long before he was back in 

France yet again only to endure the humiliating evacuation through. 

My wife Ann’s father, Albert South, had, perhaps, a more colourful service career than 

my father. Born in Littleport near Ely in 1889 he ran away from home at the age of 15 

and joined the Army as a boy soldier, having lied about his age. The South family has, 

back through the centuries, lived around Littleport and Downham Market and has 

been traced back to a William South who died in 1632 having lived during the reign of 

Elizabeth the first. Albert’s only ancestor with any claim to fame was a Thomas South 

who took part in the Ely and Littleport riots of May 1816 following which 70 or 80 

people were arrested and many severely punished. Thomas South together with four 

others was executed a month later. They were buried together in St Mary’s 

Churchyard, Ely and a memorial to them can still be seen inside the church itself. 

Albert saw service in the Middle East in 

the Army Camel Unit. I have seen a photo 

of the Unit including Albert, all mounted 

on camels. In 1914 at the outbreak of the 

war he was sent to France with the B.E.F. 

and was therefore one of ‘The Old 

Contemptibles’, the tiny regular army of 

those days. He took part in the well 

known Battle of Mons and, during the 

retreat to the Marne which followed, 

was badly wounded. After a desperate 

evacuation process he found himself 

back in England for a long spell in 

Colchester hospital. 

Eventually he recovered and became a 

Gunnery Instructor and, in due time, 

was posted to Ireland. From there he 

was again sent back to France and the 

trenches of the Western Front. When 

the final great offensive of the Germans took place in March 1918 he was in the 

front line. His whole Company was almost wiped out and in the course of yet 

another long retreat he was wounded for a second time and was one of only eight 

survivors of the Company! 
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On recovery from his further injuries Albert as a regular soldier carried on into 

peacetime. He refused a posting to India and left the service one year before his 

contract was completed. In consequence, even though he had reached the rank of 

Company Sergeant Major, he lost his pension. Bad times followed for him and his 

family. Seasonal work interspersed with periods of unemployment barely kept them 

going. Nevertheless, when WW 2 started he did not hesitate to join The Home Guard 

as soon as it was formed in 1940. He stayed with it until it was disbanded. Ever the 

soldier, he stored arms and ammunition under the bed, much to the disapproval of 

my mother-in-law. 

“If I have to fight the enemy again I shall take at least one with me” was his much 

repeated promise. He even trained Ann at the local rifle range and she was 

recognized by the local unit as a top class markswoman. 

Both my father and father in law were heroes in my estimation but maybe I am a 

little biased. 
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Update from Bourn School 
 

I can’t believe it: Spring is here already and we are now two-thirds through the school 

year.  This has been the first winter during my time as Head Teacher when snow and 

ice have not caused any disruptions. Although there have been many wet days the 

children have been able to play outside for much of the time. 

Thanks to the hard work and generosity of the Bourn School Association new 

thermoplastic markings were drawn at the end of November onto the lower 

playground.  These markings include a large road, the layout of a house, alphabet 

snakes and various shape designs. The younger children thoroughly enjoy creating 

imaginative games and we are also using the new markings to enhance the curriculum. 

A covered outside stage and seating area for use by the children during morning break 

and lunch time, once again funded by Bourn School Association, will be installed in the 

school grounds after the Easter holidays. This is a very exciting and imaginative 

development which I am sure will provide hours of fun and entertainment as the 

children invent, rehearse and perform plays and dance routines in front of 

appreciative audiences. The stage will also be used for classroom activities. 

The Nature Reserve that runs along our left boundary has suffered from neglect over 

the past few years. This is largely due to the lack of access because of the building 

work that has taken place recently, which has resulted in the significant expansion of 

the School.  This situation has now changed however as one of our parents, Verity 

Risby, gathered together a team of keen gardeners who have chopped down 

brambles, cleared pathways  and provided a large area adjacent to the pond for 

whole-class work. Mike Hope, another parent, has spent a week building a bird hide 

and benches for the children to sit on as part of this outdoor classroom. We are all 

looking forward to a re-opening event at the beginning of next term, and to each class 

spending many happy days during the summer pond dipping, bird watching and 

identifying plants and insects. 

The Summer Term sees the children travelling further afield on school visits.  The Year 

4 pupils will be the first group to embark on one of these visits when, at the end of 

April, they go on a three-day stay to Grafham Water Centre.  Every child is taking part 

and I am sure they will have a fantastic time canoeing, cycling and generally 

developing their confidence, independence and a variety of different skills.  

You can always find out more about what is happening at Bourn Primary by consulting 

our website. www.bournschool.co.uk  

Christine Page 

Head Teacher 
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Bourn Surgery Opening Times  

tel. 01954 719469  

Reception  

Mon-Fri 8:30-1:00 & 1:30-6:00  
(Out of hours for duty doctor’s number 
 ring: 01954 719313)  

 
EMERGENCY 01954 464242  

Dispensary  

Mon-Fri 9:00-10:00 & 4:00-6:00  
01954 718101  

Comberton Surgery Opening Times  

tel. 01223 262500  

Reception  

Mon-Fri 8:15-12:30 & 1:30-6:30  
(Out of hours for duty doctor’s number 
ring: 01223 262500 or 262579)  

 
EMERGENCY 01223 464242  

Dispensary  

Mon-Fri 8:30-12:30 & 1:30-6:30  

 

Commercial advertising rates in this magazine:  

· Full page: £8 (£80 for 12 issues)  

· Half page: £5 (£50 for 12 issues)  

· Quarter page: £3 (£30 for 12 issues)  

Other sizes by arrangement. Reduced rates for Kingston residents  
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Telephone numbers 

 
Addenbrooke’s A&E  01223 217118 

Addenbrooke’s switchboard  01223 245151 

Age UK (Information and Advice line)  0800 1696565 

Anglian Water (sewage)  08457 145145 

Ashcroft Vet Surgery 169 St. Neots Rd, Hardwick  01954 210250 

Cambridge Rail Station general inquiries  0845 7484950 

Cambridge Water  01223 70605  

Camdoc (out of hours)  01223 464242 

Chinese, Fish and Chips 2 High St. Toft  01223 263337 

Citizens Advice Bureau  01223 222660 

Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reporting)  0800 555111  

Drs. Parker, Mills, Shepherd,Wheatley and Kent  

58 Green End, Comberton appointments  01223 262500 

prescriptions  01223 262399 

Dr. Redwood & Partners, Bourn Surgery  

appointments 01954 719469  

emergencies 01954 719313  

Electricity (emergency)  0800 783838 

Health-Child & Family Team (Community Health Office) 

Comberton Road, Toft  01223 264460 

Indian, The Hoops Gt.Eversden  01223 264443 

Italian, The Pergola, Harlton  01223 260005 

Jetlink (to Stansted, Heathrow, Luton, Gatwick)  08705 747757  

Magazine Editor Mandy Ray     01223 262961 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 484950  

Neighbourhood Watch (Peter Stokes)  01223 262207  

NHS 24hr health Advice Line (talk to a nurse/doctor)   111 

Parish Council Chairman (Simon Draper)  01223 262842  

Parish Council Clerk (Peter Stokes)  01223 262207  

Park and Ride  01223 845561  

Police non-emergency (our PCSO    101 

Road repair  01223 833717  

Rosie Maternity Hospital  01223 217617  

Samaritans  01223 364455  

SC District Council (Local Councillor Tumi Hawkins)  01954 210840  

South Cambridgeshire District Council  08450 450500 

Stagecoach (Cambus) information 8am to 8pm  0870 6082608 

Stansted Airport  0870 0000303 

Streetlight failure reporting  0800 7838247 

l



Papworth Team Rev Canon Fiona Windsor (Team Rector)   01954 267535 
  Rev Dr Alexandra Clarke (1st contact) 01954 710426 
  Rev Paul Gildersleve     01954 713989 
  Rev Stephen Day      01480 831915 
  Rev Nigel Pearson      01954 719637 
      
Churchwarden Peter Reynolds 

peterreynolds299@btinternet.com  
 

      
PCC Janet Clear (Secretary) 

clearsam@btinternet.com      
  Linda Rimmer (Treasurer) 

lfrimmer@yahoo.co.uk 
 

      
Parish Council Simon Draper (Chairman) 

srdraper_bios@hotmail.com 
 

  Tim Fitzjohn (V Chair, Footpaths, Community 

Plan) tfitzjohn@btinternet.com 
 

  Julie Conder (Finance, Playground, Webmaster) 

jwconder@yahoo.co.uk 
 

  Katherine Stalham (Village Hall, Sustainable 

Energy) 
  

  James Clear (Open Spaces Officer) 
clearsam@btinternet.com 

 

  Peter Stokes (Clerk) 
kingstonpc@tiscali.co.uk 

 

      
Village Hall MC Torrie Smith (Chairman) 

torrie.smith@scott-torrance.com 
 

  Chris Reid (Treasurer) 
Chris.Reid@majedie.com 

 

  Sarah Wright (Secretary) 
kingstonvillagehall@gmail.com  

 

      
  Committee members: Christine Allison, 

Janet Clear, Pat Draper, Mandy Ray, Chris 
Reid, Katherine Reid, Katherine Stalham, 

Mark Stalham, Peter Stokes, Suzy Stokes, 
Paul Wright 
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