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Village Diary 
 

Full details appear elsewhere in the magazine 

 

February  

Friday 3  Green and blue bins 
Saturday 4  Kingston pub night (from 18:00)  

Sunday 5  Holy Communion (08:30) 

Friday 10  Black bin 
Friday 17  Green and blue bins 

Sunday 19  Family service (10:30) and coffee (11:15) 
Friday 24  Black bin 

Sunday 26  Evening prayer (18:00) 

March  
Saturday 3  Kingston pub night (from 18:00) 

Saturday 24 Bangers and mash evening 

April 
Saturday 28 Wine tasting 

Sunday 25  Litterpick 

July  

Saturday 14 Village fete 
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Vicar’s Letter 

Feasting and Fasting 

With such a mild January, it feels as though spring is already here.  

The Middle English word for spring is ‘lenten’, from which we derive 
our word Lent.  This year Lent begins on 22nd February, a day we call 

Ash Wednesday.  The reason for its strange name is that ash is 

often a symbol of repentance, such as in the expression ‘sack cloth 
and ashes’.  Many churches observe an ancient practice of marking on 

the foreheads of those who attend communion on that day a sign of 

the cross in ash.  This is a powerful symbol of the presence of sin in 
our lives and need to repent, which the 40 days of Lent invite us to 

do.  We will be holding an Ash Wednesday service for the Papworth 
Team in Yelling at 7:30pm.  It used to be customary for everyone to 

go to confession on the day before Lent, in order to receive absolution 

or in the ancient term, to be ‘shriven’.  This is where we get the name 
‘Shrove Tuesday’.  Lent is traditionally a time of fasting and 

reflection, hence the other connection with Shrove Tuesday – 

pancakes.  This was the last opportunity to eat up fats before the 
period of fasting began.  In many places today Shrove Tuesday is a 

carnival day, most famously in the Mardi Gras (‘Fat Tuesday’) 

celebrations in New Orleans and elsewhere. 

Lent is a time for reflection and for preparation as we approach the 

events of Holy Week in which we remember the suffering and death of 
Jesus on account of the sinfulness of humankind.  Traditionally this 

was expressed in acts of fasting and penance, which is the reason 

behind our modern custom of ‘giving something up for Lent’.  
Nowadays that’s often one of the pleasures of life such as chocolate or 

alcohol, but it would perhaps be more in the spirit of Lent to take 

something on rather than give something up; to take on a regular act 
of devotion or charity rather than give up a luxury.   And there is of 

course a chance to relax and enjoy ourselves in the middle of Lent 

when, on 18th March, we celebrate Mothering Sunday, which was 
traditionally a time when worshippers attended their ‘mother church’, 

perhaps their cathedral.  In Victorian times domestic workers were 
given time off to visit their mothers and take presents of flowers and 

cakes, and it was a time when rich simnel cakes were traditionally 

baked.  Now we always give bunches of spring flowers to children who 
attend church to give to their mothers, and it’s a time when the love 
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and hard work of mums can be appreciated.  Mothering Sunday is 
definitely a time when love is to the fore, but the solemnity of the rest 

of Lent is not about being miserable, it’s about seeking the grace and 

forgiveness of God in order to be more loving every day of our lives. 

Revd Dr Alexandra Clarke 

Lent Groups 
A number of lent study groups will be starting at the end of February.  

Please look out for more details nearer the time. 

 

  

Papworth Team Ministry 

  

Team Evening Worship 
  

Sunday 5th February 2011 

  
Sunday 19th February 2011 

Speaker:  The Venerable John Beer Arch-
deacon of Cambridge 

  

Praise, Prayer, TeachingPraise, Prayer, TeachingPraise, Prayer, TeachingPraise, Prayer, Teaching 

     

For Information the dates for the rest of the year are: 
4 March, 1 April, 6 & 20 May, 17 June, 1 & 15 July, 
2 & 16 September, 7 & 21 October, 4 & 18 November. 
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Church News 

Services for February 

Sunday 5th February Holy Communion 8.30am 

Sunday 19th February Family Service 10.30am 
Coffee kindly provided by Linda Smith (11:15) – all welcome  

Sunday 26th February Evening Prayer 6.00pm 
 

Family Service Coffee Rota: Mrs L Smith 

 

Church Cleaning 

1st Sunday Mr and Mrs Stokes 

2nd Sunday  Dr and Mrs O’Donnell 
3rd Sunday  Mrs Rimmer 

4th Sunday  Mrs Clear 

Ash Wednesday 

22 February 2012 

  

7.30 pm  Holy Communion @ Yelling 
  

All Welcome 

Wave Café Church  
 

Wednesday 1st February  

at the 'Abantu' coffee shop in Bourn, 

7.45 for 8pm until 9pm 

 
For those who are interested in exploring Christianity in a relaxed and informal way 

with DVDs, quizzes and discussions over coffee, tea and cake.  

 

For more information please contact Fiona Windsor on 01954 267535 or Ruth Terrell 

on 01954 718575. 

 

Next few dates are:  7th March & 4th April 
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Home Communion 
If you are a regular worshipper and become housebound we still 

want to share in the life of your Christian community.  If you are 

having difficulty getting to church, but a lift would make that 
possible please contact the team office on 01954 719718 and we 

will be able to help.  If you cannot get out and would like to re-

ceive Holy Communion at home please let the office know and we 

will arrange for the sacrament to be brought to you on a regular 

basis.  This also applies to those who are seriously ill and bed 

bound. 
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Carol singing 
The village carol singing on 21 December in aid of Kingston Church 

Restoration Fund raised £342 (plus gift aid of £57). Thank you to 

everyone who donated so generously and to the carol singers who 
sang brilliantly. We wish everyone a happy and prosperous New Year. 

James and Janet Clear 

 

Village Hall news 
Kingston Pub 

The next village pub evening will be on Saturday 4 February from 
18:00. Do come along for a drink and chat with your neighbours, or a 

game of billiards. 

Parish Council news 
Playground 

The willow tunnel has been partially replanted, as parts of it had died 

in the summer due to lack of water. A water butt and hose will shortly 
be installed at the playground so that new plants such as these can be 

watered in dry weather. Mr and Mrs Venn have kindly agreed to make 

water available to the butt from their property. 
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Paige Toon has kindly agreed to carry out regular visual inspections to 
complement the more formal quarterly safety inspections carried out 

by specialist contractors. Please report to me or any parish councillor 

any faults or problems at the playground. 

Bus service cancellations 

There is a proposal involving the villages along the route of the No 18 
bus, including Kingston, to reinstate the Friday evening service. More 

information to follow. 

Village orchard 
We want to continue the work to improve and further beautify this 

pretty little green space, and hopefully hold more community events 

there this summer. Please let me have any ideas you have. More news 
to follow. 

Litterpick 

A litterpick is planned for the roads in and around the village on 
Sunday 25 March. Volunteers needed! More in the March magazine 

but please keep the date free and spare a couple of hours (10.00 – 
12.00) if you can. 
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Kingston Oil Club 
As a result of orders for heating oil placed by residents through this 

scheme in 2011, the Parish Council has received a ‘commission’ of 

£45 which will be spent for the benefit of the community. Please 
continue to use this facility – more details at 

www.kingstonvillage.org.uk/KingstonOilClub.html. 

Planning 

The Old Rectory: permission has been granted for change of use of 

part of the paddock to enable the drive to be re-aligned. 
Former United Reformed Chapel: permission has been granted to 

replace a window with french doors and install an internal partition. 

Church Cottage: the appeal to the Planning Inspectorate to build a 
two-storey side and rear extension and detached garage has been 

dismissed. 

Kingston Barns: the appeal to the Planning Inspectorate for change 
of use to holiday accommodation has been allowed. 

North Farm: an application was submitted to demolish the present 
house and build a large 2-storey house on the site. The Parish Council 

objected to the application on a number of grounds, as did several 

neighbours. The application has now been withdrawn. 
Peter Stokes, Parish Clerk 
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Bleeding energy: thermal imaging camera usage 
Thanks to a collaboration with the South Cambs Sustainable Parish 

Energy Partnership and Cambridge Carbon Footprint, Kingston has the 

opportunity to borrow a thermal imaging camera to perform surveys 
showing heat loss in houses within the village. If you would be 

interested in having your house surveyed, please contact Katherine 

Stalham 

The White House 
Americans laugh when I tell them I live in The White House. I have to 

point out that there is a White House in every English village. Then – 
the Blacks, in The White House: isn’t that a bit of a joke too? I can 

cap it by saying yes, and the house used to be a pub called The 

Chequers, so we are following an old pattern. 
Fay and I came to Kingston in January 1956. With the deeds of sale 

there came a batch of old documents recording the house’s history. 
They go back to 1751. Actually they show that there had been a 

house on the site before then. And it is on what used to be called a 

toft (the word occurs in one of the documents). This is the long strip 
of land – almost an acre – which 

goes back from the road, with the 

house at the front. It is the same 
shape and length as the toft next 

door – Pryor’s Cottage, where Neil 

and Sarah Weatherhead live. In the 
Historical Survey this is Ancient 

Monument Number 8, and is ‘sub-

medieval and of uncertain date’. I 
am certain that there was once a 

‘sub-medieval’ house on our site 
too. 

The point about tofts is that now 

people often say to us ‘Oh, what a 
lovely garden ...’ and then they 

may notice that it goes back a long 

way, and is that a paddock and a 
bit of an orchard behind? Yes, but 

in the old days that was not a place 

for flowers, it was a place where Jane Custerson tends her pigs in 
The Chequers garden  
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you had vegetables, hens or geese, an 
orchard or fruit crop (one very old apple 

tree remains) and maybe a cow or a 

piggery, or your horse. It was a means of 
helping you to get by. We still have a 

stable where you would expect a garage. 
The Pryor’s Cottage toft remains much 

more like the old pattern. Round behind 

the tofts which lined the main road in 
most villages there was a back road – you 

can still just see the remains of that road 

as a farm track parallel to Field Road, 
going down towards the turn and the little 

stream, and then swinging to the right, 

past the church and the Old Rectory, to 
join the Toft Road. So Kingston is on a 

classic old English village pattern, in that 
respect and others. 

Among my old documents there is one 

dated 1823 in which a father and son 
called Phillips, brewers of Royston, have 

The Chequers, Field Road, 
pre-1951 
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bought ‘The messuage or tenement commonly called by the name or 
sign of The Chequers now in the occupation of John Clarke for the 

price or sum of 405 pounds’. So the pub had been going for some 

years – I guess from the middle of the 18th century. The Phillipses 
also owned the other pub in Kingston, The Rose and Crown, formerly 

known as The White Hart. This was still going when we came to 
Kingston. I used to take a jug down there on Sundays and have good 

draft bitter with my lunch. 

I guess that our present house was built in the last 20 years of the 
19th century, when the pub was being run by Robert Custerson, and 

then by Leonard Manderson. It looks older than that in some ways, 

and the fabric is absolutely pre-modern – timber frame and lath and 
plaster walls – but it is plainly more ‘modern’ than the house next 

door. It changed from a pub to a private dwelling house in 1951, had 

some renovations at the back and a garage added in 1952, was 
bought by a farmer in 1953, who I think did a little more, but left in 

1955 and it was sold to us. 
What had been most obviously changed was that the old front door, 

which opened directly on to the road, was removed and replaced by a 

window. Most traces of the old use as a pub disappeared, but in the 
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front room on the left, which had been immediately behind the old 
front door, and was the place where the drinkers sat and chatted, the 

room is still wainscoted, and at the base of that surround there 

remained a handsome and very strong wooden bench-seat all round 
the walls except for the fireplace and door. From my point of view this 

was an asset because I could have bookcases built up from the firm 
base of the seat all the way up to the ceiling. It is now my study. I left 

the seat at the front wall unbuilt on, preserving its ancient long 

cushion, so that you can still sit there and look out of the window. A 
curious thing – in the corner there is a tiny window about 6” wide and 

2’ tall, which looks down the road. It’s the only window on that whole 

wall. I have a theory that an observer could be placed there to spot 
the police constable coming up the road and warn the landlord if it 

was after hours. 

We had electricity and water from the main, but that was all: no 
drainage. We had to have a septic tank in the garden, with a soak-

away – so-called: it didn’t soak much away and we had to have the 
tank emptied every few months – very smelly. The Aga (60 years old 
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and still going) and, when I installed one, the boiler, had to be fuelled 
by coke and anthracite, so I carried in from a store in the garden 

about a ton of fuel a month, and carried out what felt like the same 

weight of ash. It was a great day when fuel oil became available – 
though we had to adapt the equipment. 

We had three children in 4 years, so rapidly ran out of bedroom 
space. We had to build more rooms upstairs, including a second 

bathroom, which meant we no longer had to take a bath downstairs in 

a room just beside the outside door – it had been very cold in winter. 
Michael Black 

E-Cops 
A burglary took place in Little Eversden during January, with jewellery 
stolen. Please continue to be vigilant, locking doors and windows and 

leaving nothing valuable on display while you are out.   

New bus service 
While bus services all over the country are under threat, one Mid-

Anglian company are bucking the trend and have this week launched 

a new route. 
Meridian Line Travel’s new Village Links service started on 9 January 
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to provide a much-needed route between St Neots, Papworth and 
Comberton Village College. Although it is primarily for students at the 

college, which opened a new Sixth Form in September, members of 

the public are also able to use the new No 29 service. 
It will leave Little Paxton just before 07:00 and stop at various places 

within St Neots before heading down the A428 to Eltisley, across to 
Papworth, Elsworth, Cambourne and Toft to arrive at Comberton at 

08:15. The return service will leave Comberton at 15:00 

With the new Sixth Form intake, Comberton now has in excess of 30 
pupils able to take advantage of the No 29, which is initially running 

on a one term trial basis. The current stops are not fixed and the 

service will stop for passengers at any recognised bus stop on the 
route if requested. 

A route map, timetable and fares guide is available on the Comberton 

website www.combertonvc.org or from Bassingbourn-based Meridian 
Line on 01763 241999. 
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Information events for older people 
During 2012 the Cambridgeshire Older People’s Reference Group is 

organising some events to raise awareness about adult abuse and the 

Mental Capacity Act.  These events are aimed specifically at older 
people.  They will last about 2 hours, are free of charge and will take 

place at various venues across Cambridgeshire in order to reach as 

many people as possible.  If you feel this would benefit you in your 
role within your older people's community group, please get in touch 

to register your interest.  Once 

we have an idea of numbers we 
will be able to organise dates 

and venues. 
Please contact Amanda 

Warburton, Office Manager 

Adult Services (Strategy & 
Commissioning) on 01223 
715578. Her working days are 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri (variable 
hours). 

 
 

Come and join us at Kingston Village Hall Come and join us at Kingston Village Hall Come and join us at Kingston Village Hall Come and join us at Kingston Village Hall     
Saturday 24Saturday 24Saturday 24Saturday 24thththth March at 7.30 p.m. March at 7.30 p.m. March at 7.30 p.m. March at 7.30 p.m.    

    
Tickets are £5 each which includes the main course Tickets are £5 each which includes the main course Tickets are £5 each which includes the main course Tickets are £5 each which includes the main course 

of Sausages and Mash and assorted Desserts.of Sausages and Mash and assorted Desserts.of Sausages and Mash and assorted Desserts.of Sausages and Mash and assorted Desserts.    
    

The bar will be open all evening, selling The bar will be open all evening, selling The bar will be open all evening, selling The bar will be open all evening, selling 
Wines and BeersWines and BeersWines and BeersWines and Beers....    

Please ring Janet Clear to purchase your tickets.Please ring Janet Clear to purchase your tickets.Please ring Janet Clear to purchase your tickets.Please ring Janet Clear to purchase your tickets.    
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Mobile library  
The mobile library will visit the crossroads by the Village Hall on 

Thursday 9 February between 12:15 and 12:30. For enquiries phone 

0345 045 5225 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ library 

Change of magazine editor  
Kingston PCC’s appeal for a new magazine editor in December wasn’t 

immediately successful, although we are hopeful that there will be a 
candidate in a few month’s time. Peter Stokes has very kindly agreed 

to take on this role, as a caretaker, from next month. He will remain, 

in addition, the magazine’s compiler and distributor. 
We should all record our thanks to Linda Rimmer for editing the 

magazine during recent months. She remains the PCC Treasurer and 

will be responsible for advertising and all financial aspects of the 
magazine’s production. 

We have an excellent magazine in Kingston – especially considering 
how small our population is – and it is a very important community 

resource. Please continue to support it with articles and news of local 

interest. Illustrations and photographs will be very welcome. 
Copy for the magazine should be sent, by the 20th of the month, to 

Peter Stokes, preferably by e-mail: Peter Stokes, The Old Post Office, 

Rectory Lane, Kingston, CB23 2NL 
Tel: 01223 262207, email: spstokes@tiscali.co.uk 

Peter Reynolds for Kingston PCC 

 

Half Term Fun at Comberton Leisure 

stART Academy presents Pete’s Dragon - 13 to 16 February 

If you are looking for half term activities for your children then we 
might have the answer! Aimed at years 5, 6 & 7 we are running four 

days of workshops based on the popular children’s story, ‘Pete’s 
Dragon’ culminating in a production for family and friends in the 

Performance Hall. Led by director Ella Lyons, the sessions are from 

Monday 13th till Thursday 16th and run from 9.00am to 4.30pm and 
the cost is £50. For more information and a booking form please visit 

the Comberton Leisure website. 

stART Youth Theatre presents The Crucible – 18 February 
A cast of young people is currently working towards a production of 

The Crucible on Saturday 18th February at 7.30pm. Directed by Ella 
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Lyons, this adaptation of Arthur Miller’s classic tale of the Salem 
Witch Trials is set in the Province of Massachusetts Bay around the 

1690’s. The play is an allegory of McCarthyism, and looks at issues 

of faith, family and betrayal. Tickets are £5 for adults or £3 for 
under 16’s and over 60’s and are available from Comberton Leisure 

reception or on the door. 

Comberton Leisure presents Custard Comedy – 17 February 
 Gary Delaney - “Razor-sharp one-liners” Daily Telegraph.  Tudur 

Owen - Welsh stand-up hero. Andrew Doyle “One of the funniest, 
sharpest comedians out there” The Independent…and your compere 
Juliet Meyers “Devilish... excellent material with some on-the-edge 
gags” The Scotsman. Tickets are £8 advance or £10 on the door 

available from Comberton Leisure. Doors open at 8.00pm first act 
8.20pm-ish. 

Other events at CVC during February: The South Cambs District 
Dance Showcase (4 February); Free dance workshops for young 

people (5 February); Rhubarb cabaret (25 February). 

For more information about these events please visit: 

www.combertonleisure.com or email stART Arts Development 

Manager Richard Brown: richard@start-arts.org.uk  

BOURN SURGERY 

OPENING TIMES 
  
  Reception  Mon/Fri   8.30 -1.00 
  01954 719469           1.30 - 6.00 
 (Out of hours ring 01954 719313 
   for number of the duty doctor) 
 Out of hours Emergencies  464242 
  
  Dispensary  Mon/Fri  9.00 -1.00 
  01954 718101            4.00 - 6.00 
  There is a branch surgery in Great 
  Gransden at midday on Tuesdays, 
  held at the Reading Room, Fox 
  Street. No appointment is needed. 
  

  
COMBERTON SURGERY 

OPENING TIMES 
  
  Reception  Mon/Fri   8.15 -12.30 
     262500                    1.30 - 6.30 
  
(Out of hours ring 262500/262579 
 for number of the duty doctor) 
 Out of hours Emergencies  464242 
  
 Dispensary  Mon/Fri   8.30 -12.30 
  262399                         1.30 - 6.30 
  Sat (collection only)   8.30 -10.30 
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Kingston Parish and Church Magazine 
Commercial advertising rates: 

£8 for a full page (£80 for 12 issues) 
£5 for a half page (£50 for 12 issues) 

£3 for a quarter page (£30 for 12 issues) 

Other sizes by arrangement. Reduced rates for Kingston residents 

 

Kingston village hall  

Do you need a venue for an event, meeting or 

party? 

Kingston Village  hall is available for hire 

The hall is  equipped with  a supply of glasses, cutlery and china 

There are also tables and  chairs 

Hire Rates 

For Kingston residents 

£3.00 per hour before 7.00 pm 

£4 .00 per hour after 7 .00 pm 

For Non -residents 

£7 per hour before 7.00 pm 

£9 per hour after 7.00 pm 

Also there is a marquee which can be hired  

at a cost of £75 .00 per h ire (up to 6 days) 

 

To book please contact Sarah Wright  

or  Jill Coleman 01223 263919 coleman117@btinternet.com 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Published monthly by Kingston Parochial Church Council  

Addenbrooke’s  A&E 01223 217118 

Addenbrooke’s switchboard 01223 245151 

Age Concern  (Information and Advice line) 01223 568306 

Anglian Water (sewage) 08457 145145 

Ashcroft Vet Surgery 169 St. Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250 

Cambridge Rail Station   general inquiries 0845 7484950 

Cambridge Water (water) 01223 70605 

Camdoc (out of hours) 01223 464242 

Chinese, Fish and Chips    2 High St. Toft 01223 263337 

Citizens Advice Bureau 01223 222660 

Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reporting) 0800 555111 

Drs. Parker, Mills, Shepherd,Wheatley and Kent   58 
Green End, Comberton                    appointments 01223 262500 

                                                           prescriptions 01223 262399 

Dr. Tobin & Partners, Bourn Surgery  appointments  01954 719469 

                                                          emergencies 01954 719313 

Electricity   (emergency) 0800 783 8838 

Health-Child & Family Team  (Community Health Office)   
Comberton Road, Toft 01223 264460 

Indian, The Hoops Gt.Eversden 01223 264443 

Italian, The Pergola, Harlton 01223 260005 

Jetlink  Cambridge to Stansted, Heathrow, Luton and Gatwick 08705 747757 

Magazine Editor - vacant  

National Rail Enquiries 08457 484950 

Neighbourhood Watch  (Bill Lovell) 01223 262576 

NHS 24hr health advice line (talk to a nurse/doctor) 0845 4647 

Parish Council Chairman  (Simon Draper) 01223 262842 

Parish Council Clerk  (Peter Stokes) 01223 262207 

Park and Ride 01223 845561  

Police non-emergency (Community Beat Officer is Karen 
Mahoney) 101 

Road repair / Potholes hotline 01223 833717 

Rosie Maternity Hospital 01223 217617 

Samaritans 01223 364455 

SC District Council (Local Councillor Tumi Hawkins) 01954 210840 

South Cambridgeshire District Council 08450 450500 

Stagecoach (Cambus) information 8am to 8pm 0870 6082608 

Stansted Airport 0870 0000303 

Streetlight failure reporting 0800 7838247 



  

Papworth Team Rev Fiona Windsor (Team Rector) 01954 267535 
   Rev Dr Alexandra Clarke (1st contact) 01954 710426 
 Rev Paul Gildersleve 01954 713989 

 Rev Stephen Day 01480 831915 
 Rev Nigel Pearson 01954 719637 

 
Churchwarden Peter Reynolds  

 

PCC Janet Clear (Secretary)  

 Linda Rimmer (Treasurer)  

 
 


